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To the CLERGY Y of th br ; 
of S t. As Au. . : ; 1 *- A 5 


\ Neeadings it ixpleaſe God, to-viſe 1 
4 little time in con- 


— — 
how to make ſuch Viſaation eaſieſt to m 


„ and beſt to anſwer the Puxpaſts 


1 tarried till che _ 


4 Articles of Enquiry, &c. 
would be only pertinent and proper, in this or that par- 
ticular” — you ſee, I have conſulted my 
own Eaſe; but not, I hope, without your Convenience 
alſo. I have ſaved my ſelf the trouble of connecting the 
particular Obſervations I have made, which. in a gene- 
ral Diſcourſe I muſt have done; but then I have alſo 
made it eaſy for you to apply what I have faid, to the 
right place; and given you more time to conſider and 
digeſt, with your Church-wardens, the Preſentments 
per to be made. In a word, the Method I have ta- 
I judged would be moſt convenient for our Com- 
mon Service, without conſidering how it would be re- 
ceived, as ſingular, and unuſual. 4 (that I may 
not be t to have chalłked out a Way iar to 
my ſelf, and to affect unbeaten Paths) the antienteſt 
Form of an . th e that, I believe, is ex- 
tant, and which ius hath printed, at the end of 
his Notes upon Regino, pag. 602. manifeſtly ſhews, that 
the Biſhop did not always read his Charge ( which is 
there call'd his Admonitio) himſelf, but delivered it 
to a Deacon to read it aloud; in the Biſhop's Name and 
Stead, to the Clergy that were:then and there aſſembled. 
above 900 Years old, and therefore it may be worth 
the while, to give you the Title, and the Beginning of 
cono poſt Euangeli z Epiſcopo, & ceteris in 
ordine ſedemtibus.. They had no . then, but Pray- 
ers, Pſalms, Epiſtle, and Goſpel, And then followed 
the Admonition, of which thus is the Beginning. Fratres 
Presbyteri, & Sacerdotes Domini; Cooperatores Ordinis 
naſtei eftic. Nos quidem, quanruis indigni, locum Aaron 
tenema, Vos rarer arg” am ye Nos 
vice duodecim Apoſtolorum ' fungimur, Vos ad formam 
Septuaginta Diſcipulorum gti. Nos vera Paftore: 5 


Articles of Enquiry, &c. 5 
ſtri fumus, Vos autem Paſtores animarum vobis Commiſ- 
ſarum. Nos de Vobis Rationem reddituri ſumus, Paſtori 
Domino noſtro Feſu nin Vos de Plebibus vobis com- 
miſſis: & ideo, Carifſimi,, videte periculum veſtrum. 
Ammonemus itaque, & obſecramus Fraternitatem ve- 
ſtram, ut que v _— ggerimus, memoriæ commendetis, 
& opere exercere 1 atis. And then follow the parti 
cular Inj enge _ upon them, which are too long 
for hoy lace. ly tribe thus much, to juſtify 
che Motel T take I think it full as good, for eve- 
ry Clergy-man to read my Charge at home 
m_ NEED or Myſelf, at our Meeting; 

. e 3 

at as hope, ought to Rs 
he be wil. The Articles of Enquiry ( which. the Antients 
alſo called n dreier R the ſame with 
thoſe of my} oured. Predeceſſpr, | , ex- 
cepting that ſome new . occafioned ſome 
few Additions, and ſome little Alterations. | They will. 
be, on that ſcore, as more familiar, ſo more acceptable, 
to you; and I am: bd Er he Fay find we pn age 
excellent 2 a pling l 5 1 
precious with you. * . ins. 
of his * n *. 


TirrE 


W 


whether he 1 
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; =: TAPE L 
Concerninp t the C lergye 


OTH - your Miniſter. reſide 
upon bis Benefice ? 


e-Refience of a Cl apo! his Benefee, 
+ reaſonable and fit, that whenfoever it is, for 
2 interrupted, a good Man does 
not (I believe) ſo often recur to the ſation of his 
lawful Superiors, for the Satisfaction of his Mind there- 
0 ate be Gly and rey — He doubts noe 
a not 
of the 1 — ere fc a Power, to 
ſtribute foch Indulgencies, 
but he will make himſelf the 
Ha 8 of ſach fayour ; 
and I He find not his Neceſſities of Abfence —.— 


= — and true, 
jt en eben very pref, tis and 


make fuck Laws, and to 
where. 


SY in his Cloſet: He knows the Law is there ill 


uſed, the Judge miſtaken, and himſelf faulty, and ac- 
countable to his great Lord and Maſter, tho* diſpens'd 


| with here on Earth, and freed from Puniſhment. The 


very nature of his Undertaking ſhews him this; the 
Obligations he has laid himſelf under, with ſuch ſo- 
lemnity, to God in his Ordination, and to his Biſhop 
at his Inſtitution, have ſtrictly bound it on his Soul : 

And from this Burthen, _— * good Reaſons, and 


true Neceſſities can — 


A 


I would therefore intreat a 


power, both by ei 
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A Clergyman's P ſome fort, his Houſe 
and Home; — be nfs Gr, Family; 


there all his Time, his Care, his Pains and Diligence 
ſhould be expended : And I call every Man's Heart to 


' witneſs, whether, the more Months he lives in his Pa- 


riſh, the more Duty he in it, the more care 
he takes of it, he does not think himſelf the more ap- 
proved of God and of all gc he of en 
Conſcience, and does not 

in the Day 


joyful account of his 
thoſe, with whom I am 


I= what Profit, or what 
icon of a 


concern d, to conſider feriouſl 
2 


Oren frye 


— 
hope no Body, for the future, e Aud 5 
Leave, abſent hemſelves from their Cures, br 2 | 
time; or obtain my leave, by falſe ps ood 
Pretences, as they know are 
ſee through them; And I, the rather 
I doubt, there are ſome Rector who. 2 
liberty toabſent themſelves, SS by Oath, 8 
to Continual Reſidence, as Vicart are. I aſſure them, 
amm ee ee and the 21 A. Vill 


cap 13. may inſtru 
2. Doth he dwell in his Parſonage 


| or V icarage-Houle ? 


2. Reſidence, doth ordinarily ſuppoſe the Miniſter to 
live in his proper Houſe : But this Enquiry ſuppoſes it 


| _ be otherwiſe. Lan forry to hear that ſame of the 


Clergy - 


p 


8 aue — 


Clergy of this Dioceſe, have no Houle at all of their 
own to live in; and that Others have ſuch as eannot poſ- 
fibly receive their Families and are therefore conſtrain'd 
eats hired _ n ” ——_ 
emedy to theſe Evils warning thoſe who are 
concern'd, to take more care for the future of their 
Houſes ; that they ſuffer them not, for want of a little 
and care at preſent, to grow daily worſe and 
till at læſt they come to ſuch a paſs that th 
Jefpare of mending Han; and the next Succeſſor fin 
them on the ground, and is neither able to build them 
himſelf, nor to recover any thing towards the doing it, 
from a poor helpleſs Widdow, or inſolvent Executor. 
By theſe ways, a-tolerable Houſe becomes a mean one, 
and a mean one Halls into Ruine. Wherever therefore 
the proper Houſe is not ſufficient to-receive the Incum- 
bent and his Famih 
— wry But wh hope 
epairs. But where it is 
find eve Incumbent inhisproper Houſe, andtaking all 
to ſuſtain it and amend it. This is what 
ras owe in Juſtice to their Suceeſſors, becauſe 
tiny © er received it from their Predeceſſors, or 


thought themſelves injured in-not receiving it. 
_ If he be not there himſelf, hath 
he a Curate allowed of by the Biſhop, 


always reſiding among you ? _ 


3. The Refidence of a Miniſter on his Benefice 
— that whenever his Buſineſs calls 
him from it, his Abſence is to be ſupplied 64 


rate, who B in li Reſpedstodiſchage the Offi 


va —y * g 
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but there are many other Reaſons for which a Biſhop 
would reje& a Clerk, if he could do it without trouble 
and danger of the Law. But a Curate is ſo abſolutely 
within the Biſhop's Power, that none can be admitted as 
ſuch, or entertain'd, without his Approbation and Al- 
lowance z not his Connivance or Permiſſion only, 
his Examination and his Licenſe; And therefore when 
the Laws allow of Pluralities and N 
fear of what Miſcarriages and Miſchiefs might 


empowered them to appoint 


4. Dock he Read the whole —_ = 


the 


ery Sunday, 
People are aſſembled for that pur- 


10 Abticles of * Enquiry, &c. 

ner 1 1 
concern d in the next o uiry, which 18, 
Whether — — ing and devoutly ? 
J have often wondred, 2 that 
ſo great a part of the Miniſterial Office, as Reading 
Prayers in publick is, ſhould take up ſo little of our 
Care and Study as it ſcems to do, and be ſo little conſt- 
dered by Us, which, were it well performed, would tend 
as much to our own, and to the edification of our Au- 
— as an R which is, ge ce 


Clergyman. 
cata go 4. 0 Any Te and a ans roi 
35S 
0 acq Art and Stud are 
dey whe ac wit provable by Care and Obſerva- 
tion ; but man 
them, or miſt 


who have them, either totally neglet 
them ſtrangely by an exceſs of A Au- 


on. But they who have them not, can read Pray- 
ers diftinfly and devoutly , in this we but 
what is in every One's wer to do, with a little Care 


and Attention; and I am ſure it is their Duty. The 
Mmiſter, in che Publick Service, is, as it were, the 
Mouth of the tion. His Voice ls to reach the 
— and to direct the Hearts of all his Audience, to 
Object, at that time; and I will venture to 
chat much of their Devotion will depend upon 
. nn of his uttering forth his Prayers 
and Praiſes. The Pſalms, and Hymns, and Chapters, 
are cl other things, when read and de- 
voutly, what are when read in and un- 
— por 4 their Effica ; will, Iknow, de- 
upon emper and good poſition that Men 
along with them to Church, on theſe Occafions ; 


den Ten wh Frpl wil ar fail of being cre 


* 


* 
— 


above what is needful : Men, in 


moved with it. It is as if. a Meſſenger ſhould deliver 


ify b 


ning to an End of it, im © a manner, as 
" . x 2 
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or leſs affected, with this Service, as it is more or 
leſs diſtinctly and devoutly uttered and performed b 

the Miniſter. And therefore all their Care will be we 
employed, in ſtudying to do it in the beſt manner that 
is poſſible. To read too loud, is to diſturb the Devoti- 
on of the Audience, and draws them only to gueſſing 
what's the matter, and what is the occaſion of exerting 
great Noiſes, cannot 
thinkat all, but are unfix'd, and in much confuſion, To 


read too loto, is to loſe the end of Reading, which is to 


be heard and underſtood ; it ſtrains the attention too 
much, and when Men have long liſtned to little pur- 
poſe, they E give themſelves up to think of other 
matters. Lo read roo faſt, is to loſe one's own Atten- 
tion, and to outrun all other Peoples; the Mind has 
not leiſure to confider and dwell on what is faid ; the 
Ear does only take in Words and Sound, but nothing is 
communicated to the Heart; there is not time fox it; 


and then, you may be ſure there is no Devotion; for 


Devotion is, in this caſe, the Aſſenting of the Heart to 
what is heard, by the Ears, and the being pleafingly = 


his Errand whilſt he is riding Poſt by you. You hear 
him fay ſomething, but what it is, you know not, and 
ſo it is as if he had ſaid nothing at all. This quick di- 
ſpatch of Prayers gives great Offence, in many kinds. 
It makes thoſe, who diſlike our Forms, continue on their 
prejudice againſt them; they fancy there is no Devotion 
in the Speaker, and they are ſure the Hearers cannot 
| ing able to attend to them due- 
« go along with 8 the e manner that 
ould. It looks like Diſreſpect to the Congregati- 

on, as well as to the Service 1 Ke. fe Me bat 
they 


* 


1 * 


* 
- 


* 8 


0 
S, # 
% 


9 


—— . 


loft; when People know beforchand what 
. Ry, they are impatient 


ent middle Pace to Rich ey are moſtly accuſtomed, 
Fr elſe you will be in danger of having your Audience 


either 

ns 

not multiply Rules, Vblervations of tus kind: 
moſt e will do beſt in fo Nature in their 


* noe * 
am 
45 Bur then a Clergyman will read the Prayers 
beſt when he perceives he reads himſelf and his Audi- 
ence, into a ſerious and devout Attention to the good 
TR by tm. 


5. Doth 


J. Doth he Preach every 
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| | | Sunday, \ 
either in the Engliſh or Britiſp Tongue? 


will not e ff 
tian, as to 


mans, as may moſt 
Re op Noe 


reateſt num- 
Thor my own 
fake ) 


5 


2 
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fake) Mat there were but one common to us 
all, and that one yrorn Oo liſb but till that Wiſh can 
be accompliſhed, I heart _ OM the Language of the 
Miniſter may be always ſuch, as will beſt inſtra& and 
edify his People moſt ; Fg that no Civility ſhould come 
in tition with his Duty, much les take place of 
it. I know that the Religion and Good - breeding of the 
9 eaſily part with a reſpectful Cuſtom when 
cial to their poor Neighbours. What is it 
for a Miniſter to be a Barbarian, and to ſpeak in an un- 
known Tongue, but to preach in a Language that is not 
3 _ N — P met "if 1 
give es of Prea whatever the 

were, Eggiſd or Britiſo, the firſt ſhould be, 0 ; 
to the Greatef-part of your i. e. to thoſe 
who make up the Body of your People. Conſider their 
Neceſſities and Manners, and ſuit the Marter of your 
Sermons to them; e por e 
ſtandings, and ſuit your * Language elſion to 
them, and I dare r will beſt dif the 
Office of a Preacher. I do not mean, Mat you d 
uſe the 'Marker-Pbraſe, and fall into the Expreſſion of © 
the loweſt of the Vulgar ; but ſuch a plainneſs of Speech 
as is ſuited to the Capacity of all Men in general, which 
yet is clean, and pure, and ſuch as the moſt elegant and 
ON ny all manner of Words 


— , that have any thing baſe and vile in 
them, excite an N in the 
„ J 7008 _ ee and of 

meaning, are to be carefully avoided in our Com 


Pulpit : That place i is Sacred to ſeveri- 
ty, and will admit no ſort of Levities in Language. Let 


hut Words be plain and proper, and they will be 
OE Rds apt anthony eco 


regation, 


A 


* 
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gregation, tho made up of great vari of People. A 
Preacher — 1 — his Ade, = he 
ſays be to 4 few, or ible to here and 
1256 Mar - Woold dar be dunks & Ciatl Kane 
ment, where more than half the Gueſts muſt riſe from 
the Table, and go away with nothing? The Caſe is 
not unlike, where many Controverſial Points are han- 
dled, new Notions ſtarted, and new Books confuted, and 
Authors call'd upon, in places where the People (Nine 
of Ten) have never ſo much as heard of ſuch an Error, 
ſuch a Perſon, ſuch à Book, or Name, or Thing: They 
profit nothing by ſuch means: Diſcourſes of this kind 
are wholly loſt upon them: And fo, indeed, are many 
others, made on odd and antiquated Subjects; Things 
that "har th RE hg I TO 
way, that ttle, tho 
handled —— and very well und E In 
oo TOE IE under this Head, than that eve 
Preacher would, whilſt he is deſigning and compo» 
his Sermon, conſider the Nature and Condition of 
his Audience, their ſpiritual Wants, and the Reach of 
their Underſtanding; 9 treat them in ſuch a manner, 
as ſhall moſt iy affect the greateſt part of them. 
He ſhould ( and would if he could) inſtruct and affect 
them all; e of A grand making 
that impoſſible, his oo Tad As muſt be, to inftra&- 
and affect the moſt, which is certainly belt done by 


en Senſe in plain Expreſſion. 
6. Is he, and his Curate, of a an un- 
blemiſh d bald: 5 2 . 


6. L have been making fone Obſervations . Read 
wg Ley and Preaching in ſuch manner as may —_ 
| mo 


7 


8 
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0 the Edification of the People; but neither will 
be done as it ought to be, unleſs the Anſwer to this En- 


uiry be in the Affirmative. If 2 ſober and unblemiſt'd 
Life do not adort: the Mikiſter, he will not be able ei · 


ther to Pray or Preach to any great purpoſe : The Peo- 
ple will net fail, in the midſt of his beſt Performance, 
to remember his Diſorders and s: they will 
be evermore apf 


my 

3 and 
bind thes ? Tis a dreadful 
all that we can fay, in behalf —— Religgen, 
we live Iooſly diſorderly—Why docs this —— con · 
fute his Doctrine by his Practice? Why does he heap 

up Arguments to ſtir us to Sobriety and Tem 
that have no Power upon himſelf? 


rr alſo to let 
and Motives by which he perſuades his P 
le to the Exerciſe of all theſe Graces and Virtues, are 


re convince and perſuade himſelf; ſo 


ions. 
| I know 


2 


| er, and more 
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rr 
ptures, commanding any or prohibiting an 
thing evil, that does not as much obli — — 
Woman: living, as it does the Prieſt or x. Jtag of 
the Pariſh; but yet I ſee bis Condemuation for Offences,” 
of the ſame al. muſt needs be greater than theirs. 
Whence can this be, but from the — of his * | 
and holy Calling, which is to teach all Truth, 
live in the Exerciſe of it? From the e of of tis 
own Engagements, when he was ie parated "om te 
World to God's Service, 2 9 willingl 
himſelf, to go before his People, E 
Example From the Expectztion of all the World, 
which is, has been, and will for N that the Prieſt 
ſhould live a Life according ules, and in moſt 
exemplary manner? 2 mighty Scandal that 
he gives; when he walks contrary, to 7 5 Engagements, 
Obligations, and Expectations; no bodies Crimes exci- 
ting more Abhorrence, Rage, and Deteſtation, in the 
Hearts of all Men, than theirs who are devoted to the 
Service of the Altar: LN 
r : not when Men reaſon well, 
mie eee but when Men of corrupt Minds 

reaſon and judge, as they have al- 
ways done, and will, I doubt not, always do. They 
contends apainſt the Truths of — hg from the lit- 
tle. Effet they ſee they. have upon the practi of the 
Prieſts, its domeſtick Servants, Votarics, and Defen- | 
ders. - — — Men, it is not fol. You, want more folid 
the Truths that trouble you, than 
yy Precepts 


2 ou 60 fe 200 e ha 
of” the Go join you Holineſs of Life, and | 
Vis Ha ol and you expeX to find hem fbon- 


from the Practice of weak! im- 
C perfect . 


+ PR \ 
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perſe® Men, and! ſubject to the fame Paſſions} Incliha- 
Bons, and Affections witlt yourrſelves, — your 

Wit and Invention can furniſh you you 

can dich from the defe of Reaſon in toſs R 

or of Authority im thofs who gave — 

vin d them. But how can you be 
from the — 


Soy or ſettled in wicked 
Manners of the Prieſts; when the 


and depraved 
Deda is about the Frutti and Realonmbieneſb of che 
Rules and Prerepts you are to walk by, and their Au- 
13 and not about the Effect Influence: they 
wherr even thoſe Prieſts, as well tas you: are ob 
ligeto welt by Rule, and will be jung Aby Rule, and 


1 their Tranſgreſſing it>- Let us 
defire tilemen, not to defere- ſo- much» to our 
Example, 3 will conclude as well in favor of 
5 ned — —.— ſach among us 

e as againſt — 
der wi — much: Reaſon- 1 Strengn deer 
—— 


E — yet dves-my:- Hiietfil-nrey when 
L.confider Mb yu er and to what degree thoſe 
255 72 ; ſyffer in the World} — yg wat 


then 14 —— 
Ss. eaſes, xr" 
x they have made, — to the End of the 
World; make juſt thie ſame+ Concluſions; ThenthaveT' - 


little Regard. to alt that can be offered to = 
of the Truth; and rather turn my ES = 
ind _ 


thren,and my Friends, with. the moſt . ſexious 
| Paul to Bra 8. 
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Fre contrary pare may te aſbumed, having no evil thi 
to ſay of you; and giving ma offence m any thi woes. 
the Miniſiry may not be blamed, 2 Cor. 6. 3. You ſee 
——— Men began to take Exceptions to the Sacred 
1 ce, 


the fake of ſome who behaved themſelves ill 
in that Character. | 10 


8 


; N 5 d ch upon Sun. \ 
days, openly. in the Church, Inſtruct 
and Examine o many Children of his 
Pariſh, {ent unto him, as he thinks con- 
venient, in ſome part of the Church. 
Catechiſm ?, ” | , 1 cl | : | * 
7. The Excellence and Uſefulneſs of Cerechifig- 


20 Anticles of Enquiry, &c. 

Cauſe of their Variety; for they all of them comment 
on the ſame Text, namely, the Church Catechiſm, which 
is, in truth, ſuch a Summary of the Chriſtian Faith and 
Duty, delivered with ſuch Brevity, and yet ſuch Perſpi- 
cuity, that, as far as I can judge, no Church of any 
or Place hath ever produced its Equal; and you ſhall in 
vain ſeek for the like, in the Works of any one, either 
Greek or Latin, Writer. And as this Variety of Cate- 
chiſns demonſtrates the Concurrence of the Common 
Judgment in the Uſe and Neceſſity of Catechiſing, fo it 
has made it very eaſy for others to do the ſame good 
Work after them; and therefore I hope you will every 
one of you attend to it, and breed 2 tion that 
will ſhame the preſent one, both in its Knowledge and 
ſincere Practice of Chriſtian Duties. And that which 
1 to diſcharge this part of 


4 es, is this, That the Elder 
. * 
—_ Principles of their Religion, will be 
ſtructed, or reminded of them: I never yet 


ln ever ſinoe remembred with dome plea- 
ſure) where I heard Men and Women, ſome 50, ſome 
60, and others upwards of thoſe Years, repeating their 
Catechiſm before the Congregation, as Children common- 
ty do, in other places. A good Chriſtian had, it ſeems, 
N Atomeomore urns per pr >, 
what Age ſoever) as ſhould publickly 
1 — Oh and 
publickly rehearſe the ſeveral parts of it; which they 
_ Py; "OO nw" Yom 
WS 
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knows but theſe poor le would, - without this Mo- 
tive and Encoura t, * lived and died in utter 
—— aith and Duty of a Chriſtian? And 
Bread diſtributed with more Charity, that 
4 the $ (as it were ) as well as Body? But tho? 
Old People will not ( without the Loaves) be 
to — their Catechiſm among you, yet I dare ſay 
che Oldeſt will not be aſhamed to learn it, and remem- 
ber it, from what they hear the Young-ones fay, and 
what 18 fad to them, 


8. Doth he adminiſter the Gacra- 


ment of Baptiſm publickly at the Font. 
in the Church, and not elſewhere, ex- 
cept in caſe of neceſſity, when there is 
cauſe to fear the Child may e 
die without it? 


. Doth he, in hat caſe, abs TY 
* Office for Privite- By priſm ; m : and 
afterwards, if the Child recover, re- 
ceive it Publickly into the Church, as 
the Law requires ? 


8. g. Theſe two Articles are Points of Diſcipline ; 
and in all ſuch Caſes, the Rubrick is the Guide. The 
Font was uſually placed at the Entry of the Church, to 
lignify that -no body could be a Member of Chriſt's 
Church but he who was iuitiated into it by Water- 


Baptiſm, 


22 Articles of Enquiry, \&c. 


Baptifm, and che bringing Children to publick Baptiſm 
in Churches, was, among other Reaſons, required, to. 
the intent, chat every one of the on, hearing: 
the Sti and 97 
Infant, might be put in mind of their own, and accor- 
dingly endeavour to reform their own Defects, and faul- 


Negligences. The Injunctions of the Antient Chri- 
ans of this kind, hid more and other Reaſons to pro- 


ceed upon than the late or modern ones had, or can 
have. But the Church of England had, and hath Au- 
thority enough, and Reaſons enow, to enjoin what ſhe 
exyjoins of this nature; and I muſt alſo add, that ſhe 
hath Goodneſs enough to connive at the Relaxation of 
ſuch Rules of Diſcipline as cannot ſtrictly be obſerv'd 
without great Danger, or extream ience, upon 
F not to ſcbi 17 
or careleſs, or pre 

3 


ſumptuous Heads, regard 
Rule and Order, but to ſuch modeſt, 
ſiderate Men, as finding themſelves in great Straits, do 
rather venture an Irregularity of their own,” than an ap- 
pavent Miſchief, to the Church. 
10. Doth he Adminiſter the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord Supper ſo often, that 
all his Pariſhioners may Receive at leaſt 
three times in the Lear? 
11. Is he always ready to Admini- 
ſter it when there is a ſufficient Number 
of his Pariſhioners duly prepared and 
Hen to Communicate with him? 
n 3 Doch 


* 
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13. Dot he on the Sunday or 
Holy day before the Communion, give 
Noe een in the Church, and. 
Read One of the Exhortations fir- 
teck to that Purpoſe in * 8 


Prayer ook ? 


10, 11, 12: Both Laws and Cultbaviane 10 ſeeurt# 
thisPoint, that Ido not expect to hear of one Pariſh; in 
the Dioceſe, — —— — 


ty of dommunicatiugʒ ug ay Di 
but oſtner, if the 1 lignifyany Diſpoſition to 2 and 
have ſufficient to joyn wan them. I doubt 


Op but the 2 fa 2 's fm the- 
Frag rem ority, will ſe⸗ 
riouſly nn it ind their People to . — 
more frequently than they are commanded to do + And · 
will diſpoſe them to it os ſuch Diſcourſes as will ſhew- 
them). that the Du ey are called to, is none of thofe- 
they think the Burt a of Rel ion, but. rather a great 
Privilege, an Honour, Aran ** Feaſt of Love, 
ami Joy, and Ihaukſgving for! iverance of- our 
and Joy. Death;. forthe forgiveneſsof! our Sins, au⁰,ꝗ,j]j] 
for the Satisfaction made-to: God by the moſt meritori=- 
aus Sacritice of Chxiſt 1 which we ther 
am 7 will endeavour to abate 
the Horror and maſt: A fions whiett- 
ſome of St. N⁴ e E (uſed alſo buch 
 In-itsExhottations one i od n apt? 


> are 
topencite: in nm)) Peoples: e 1 


wat St. Nu n b chen inch 
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the Corinthians; and what the Church now means in 
the general application of them to all her Children; 
which ſurely. cannot be the ſame, where there is not the 
like Occafion given, the ſame Abuſes not to be commir-. 
ted, nor any Circumſtances appear common with theirs, 
which firſt occaſioned that Diſcourſe, and which can beſt 
inſtruct us in its ſenſe and meaning. They will infiſt 
upon a penitent Heart, a lively Faith, and a forgiving 
Temper; and that will ſcatter all theix F and 
them with good hope when they approach to fhe Lord's 
Table, and bring them home againwith Peace and Sa- 
N — 2 2 tends 
not to thi ; if it ſuppoſes any preparation 
to the coming to the Sacrament, to —— and drink- 
ing Worthily, and to the avoiding that Damnation that 
it threatens to the Unworthy Receiver, whatever it 
means by theſe Expreſſions. x] Wl, 
13. Is he careful to Viſit the Sick, 
and to prepare them for the Holy 
Communion, and for their departure 
into the other World, ** 
13. This is fo tender a part of the Office of a Pariſb 
3 that even good Nature and Compaſſion, are as 
y to excite him to the due diſcharge of it, as the 
ſenſe of Duty, and the Injunctions of Authority can be: 
But when they joyn, no Conſiderations can be wanting 
to-enforce the carefulleſt Attention to this good pati of 
Viſtting the Sick. Surely, Men are never more in ear- 
neſt, never more truly ſenſible of their everlaſting Con- 
Cern, than when they lie upon the Bed of Sickneſs, and 
believe they are going to give an account to God 4 
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this is an Error of the People, and wiſh" the Prejudice: 
were wholly rooted up out of their Minds, yet I be- 
lieve it never was, nor ever will be otherwiſe > The 
Clergy who live beſt, will not only. evermore beheſt e- 
ſteemed of by all Men (that is their due, and abrays 
will be paid) but Men will always think their Mini- 
fterial Service to be much more efficacious, than that of 
Others, and will be always more deſirous of it; and 
in the times of Sickneſs more than any Other. I know 
not how to rectify this Error, but I how it may 
— 

8, t wi by living holily; en 
the People will deſire our Prayers, . earneſtly 
our Spiritual Service, and believe us more effeſtually 
when we apply to them; and tho they) ſhould be miſta- 
Rewards of being ſo. But where will thoſe unhappy 
. Miniſters appear, ho, by their wicked and:licentious 
Care n rey abr eee td 
and not how to ſend for them, or ase their Pray 
ers; who have themſelves lived, as ĩt were, witboum God 
in the World e What a diſoouragement muſt it needs 
de, to poor People from calling for the Miniſter to di- 


b 


at, 
ſlack in calling for the Affiftance of their Paſtors, upon 


theſe Occaſions, ——.— they are Sober, dene 
Godly Men, and every way qualified to do them Ser: 
| 2 9 t 


of 


. done that good Office for ther Friend or Relation. He 
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that makes it ſeem ſo reaſonable for People not to ſend 
for, or admit that Service ? Some few there are, I 
yr of this bad Claſs 3 God, of his Goodneſs, — 


3 Day; their Number, by giving them the 
Grace of true 


that fave them- 
ſelves and thoſe that hear them. br urn Peo- 


ple are flack and negligent, there I advize the Miniſter 
to find” his Opportunity, and viſit without being ' ſent 
for, for fear he ſhould not be ſent for at al,, or ſent for, 


—— — — 9 — 
Hinefs, er was not Called by thoſe. who ſhould have 


8 2. 
= 


7 


7 


1 
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ſo thought of ſome Difficulty to know when it 1s to be 
applied. The Conditions of it, are the truly Repenting, 
and unſcignedly believing the Goſpel. The Dithculty 
of applying it ariſes bonn the Bite of knowing 
Abe truly Repent, and when they unfeignedliy 
rift And A ſay, that it is not in any 
power to know, with any certainty, when this1s 
3 ET Ws muſt take Mens Word for it, and de- 
apr: Ve malt we make; and tho we may. 
paſs a wrong Judgment, and-pronounce a Sentence that 
will not ſtand, before the great Judge; yet we ſhall do 
it, without hazard to our ſelves, provided the Sick Peni- 
tent make, at that time, a ſpecial Confeſſion of his Sins, 

and humbly and heartily defire the Prieſt or Miniſter to 
ve him Abſolution., Theſe are the Direftions the 
8 the Rubricks of this 3 
3 read and well 1 not what great 
7 ty the Prieſt will find about pronouncing, * 2 
lation, I will end this Article a lack a 6 
en e ap ecu f 2 
and compalionate, Cancern, as the Sick Per- 

ay Go GO 
E cem and thoſe who. Sp 
hear, it, hoe he Pane of-other Offices is 
| wont to da: And I have known j 

Serviceable F riendihip to their or ever * 
Under this Head, I think it p proper to fay, That the 
Miniſter remind ſuch People as have. in their Sickneſs 


2 
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14. Doth he ever Celebrate Väter 
mony without Banns being firſt Pub. 
lIh'd Three ſeveral Sundays,” or H 
days in the Pariſn Church where t 
Parties dwell, unleſs he _ a ee F 
Licence to do it? £+ 


14. To proving Rede Sumer, nd Uncquit 
Matches, the Church has all along p beth careful to or- 
dan that none 2 185 clandeſtinely 8 CAT 
Moning 1. wn) within foe of e 7 irik 

0 


cl 
72 8 91 8 


undo thoughtleſs Cr TRE Foul 
young reatures; diſſolve 

of Ctr Dur e u thei ar 
of Care and Affection to their Children; 
1 to alienate their Hearts, and 
many rafh and hard Reſolutions, than 
unaccountable Choices „ 
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could not compa: -wwith- 
te of fe Men Wretch "abuſing 
x gal Office | Ought not a Clertyiing! above all 
pr. apes — ſtrength of Parents Love totheir 
— n and ur do 
in their Education; the 
Toils they are at, * Pains and Labours they undergo 
— 9 to make Proviſion for them; the Deſigns 
or. na es make them happy; the [ they 
1 up in and the pleaſure they — 
in having them well beſtowed? Theſe 
| they come within the 
und how can an 
1 f in ſucha Parenw 
ß Diſappointment of al 
ſuch Love, ſuch Hope, ſuch Expectations, and Deſire; 
and, — their ſtead; to find himſelf covered N 


if not — by che malt 7 


of his extravagant and di 


_— And all this, b — of dh who | 


of God — — 
1 

S 
tharfa 

bidden Marriages 3 nor draw more Execrations, if | 
pop ew Th this: Head, from Families ſo 
I doubt the Laws theinſelves tho"exect 
d carefully by af the Clergy, would not be able to 
ent all mariner of Miſcarriages of this Nature. The 
of Licenſes is ſubject to much abuſe, but this 
is what the Clergy canndt help, and therefore are not to 
anſwer for; what they can can help, I hope they will; 
And to chis purpoſe; I can think of nothing better han 


that ey :confider what the Penalty is now 2 


34. it is 
den, Poor 475 ware, un 


— — 
8 
Cheppel, to ſuch Parſon, 


covered, . F Sui ob. 
the A 
—_— form © i by —.—.— dens, ot 


5 3 


7 

r wi have 

tate) E 
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ſue them into Priſons, and there let them lie unpitied, 
unrelieved, till they have ſuffered. as much Want and 
Miſery, as they have brought upon the Heads of other 
People that were innocent. I ſhould not be aſhamed to 
be my ſelf an Informer to the Magiſtrate againſt ſuch 
People. Make but a poor Man lie in Priſon, till he has 
paid Ten Pounds, and I believe his Neighbours will 
take heed of being married without Banns, or 
for. the future. 1, do for . 2e promiſe to pi 
ſue with all the warrantable Zeal J can, whoever ſhy] 
be found offending in this point, within my Juriſdiction. 
And if the Churchwardens fall ior ag eſe People 
(as by cheir Duty 255 be we Hall, 5 
us, be able, I ho bring them before the 8. 

e, who will with them according to Law,  * 
ne [ have gone Joh all the ſeveral —— 
cates under the” Firſt” Tirle, which relate do the 
Clergy in partieutir, Aud tho” the" Enquiry' made ro, 
and the Anſwer expected from the Chir Churchwardens VE 
L e it beſt, to direct che 
A the 


things to you, M Brethren; Who are in 
arg neerned in chef, and Moe Frackicr is co 
Churchwardens with per Anſwerd to the {&- 
1 I hope you will, all of ydu, 'feri; 
oully read, and think upon them; and D thy. 


bann den atiſz, that you will ſet N 
Tmay come and meet you N both ih ind . 
. Une ind with the | ot bucry 
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© | F, Are there any in your” Parifh \ 
who commonly Abſent themſelves from 
Morning or Evening Prayer, upon the 
Lord's. y ? 


r. As it was. God alone who ſanMified this Day, and, 
ſeparated it to a holy Reſt, in Commemoration of his 
Benefits and Merciest So it is He alone wo can excuſe 
3 Man, abſenting himſelf entirely an this“ Dry, from 
performing his Devotion in publick with, the Cangrega- 
tion, i. . A Man mult needs be diſabled from ogning 
to Church, by Age, or Pain, or Sicknels,, or olt- 
tion, ar extreamly. bad Ways, and Weather (alß which 
ara Rxeuſes of God's on making) who onlinarilꝶ and 
the, Church, on Cangregauon, where: he: prettnds to 
worſhip Cod have even thought it a: great duilervice 
to Religian. to carry the; Conman: Dutign of it; beyand 
the; Common Pune of thoſe who ata: to: pradtiſt ** 
ot ſtretei Commands to an uhreaſenable cr 
upon this Scare, have wondered much, and not with- 
outrmuch. diſſatisfuctiam to re ſa mann woethy:Pegpla 
_ inithe Days of our:hathers,  preſs-the 4 of the 
Sabbath (av they eall'di it, by: which wks 
nr 


Chwrah for 1566; Yea did ever mean Pin; 
rigorus and pregiſe ac manner, as wauld haue beam a 
Hurthen even to. „Bus- would nat, far: alk that, 
bavecthein recti fiod, as: to run usc into the 
eontmany! entream, of a lopſe: and negligent Qbſervanee 


ofithas Day. Thor Dq ſtill is, and ever muſt: bes bay 


ie Lond and eben it cafe nales, evi e 
2 an 


et: 
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an end of our Religion. Obſerve the People that neg- 
le& the ſerving God upon that Day, and I believe, you 
will find them good for nothing; they ſerve him v 
careleſly at all times elſe; nay, we may well f 
they ſerve him not at all; for wherever Chriſtianity has 
any footing, it has been allowed, that the Lord's 
ay ſhould be the Day of Publick Worſhip for all forts. 
of People, and they who have neglected i ie have gene- 
rally | ova redone Men of no Religion: Or if ey 
are not ſo by Principles, % williGion betoms . by 
— ractice of abſenting ordinarily from Church on 
Dey. Tis the frequent Return of this Day, 
= cy wp Tu rey chat keeps Religion 
alive in Peoples Hearts. They would forget the Lord's 
Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commiandments, if they 
came not to Chureh, to hear and repeat them there = 
Sundays.” It is on theſe Occaſions, that even good 
{rious'Chriftians are glad to be e 
uſeful Truths, and important eie . 5 
in a manner, ayers, wh + 
ms 16 Church tp kam wins they never heal er be 
before} but to be exhorted to Fenk ue 
knew, and to be reminded ef what "they" 
but had noi well enough attended to AndT-queſtion 
r Vin, ae 
| we we malte, by the 
ae A If theſe Week! Oppottunities of 2 
in Publick. E the 


together and 
— about, and ſee who they 


are, that commenty (not ſeldom, or now and then, for 
moſt people have occaſions ſo to do, and muſt not be 
calld upon for that) abſent themſelves from — 
and Evening Service on the Lord Day: and 
nen, that carving be taken, fc 


rt" 4 
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moniſh and inſtruct them better, or, if there be good 
Reaſon, to piiniſh them and make them Examples, As 
to Diſſemters who are known to reſort to their own 4ſ- 
ſemblies, and to have qualified themſelves as the Tulera- 
tion-Act requires (i. e, who have taken the Oaths of 
Allegiance and * 1996-' and ſubſcribed the Declaration 
mentioned in a Statute made 30 Car. II.) ſuch Diſſen- 
ters, I ſay, are not to be preſented, But if you know 
of any ſuch, as under pretence of being Diſſenters, ab- 
ſlain from going either to Church, or to ſeparate Aſem- 
blies, you may well preſent them, and put it uponthem 
to prove that. they have qualified themſelves, as is re- 
uired, , And this, without Offence even to Diſſenters, 
i they are good and ſerious People: For the Law was 
not made to encourage {rreligion, but for the Eaſe of. 
Tender Conſciences; not to tolerate Men that would not 
worſhip God, at. al, ut. ſuch as.could not be brought 
(Unhappy People they I) to worſhip Him, in the way 
of the Church of England.. I cannot chooſe but thank 
God, that I have not many Diſſænters, within my Dio- 
ceſe; And yet T-ſhould be glad to hear their, Numbers 
were Aer by the Addition of all ſuch, as conſtantly, 
hu away the Lord's Day, either in doing nothing, or in 
loing their private and domeſtick Affairs, or in walking 
about their Grounds, or in what they call good 7 pf 
ſbip ; that is, I had rather they were of ſome, than of 
10 Religion; and Wage N * in any Congrega- 
tion, by Lam permitted if they will not do it, in our 
good way, by Law eff ab J. 
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1 Arc there any -whor follow po 
„ other 8 Employ: 


* Coretouluch of Gain, and the — 5 
neſs o many Men, were not ſtrangely great, an 
Bap as this, could not, in a Ch Ka Bt 
in any degree, neceſſary. The Mercy of the 
Commandment was to extend, wo HE. to all the Fa- 
milly, cen to the Servants, and the Cutel' wittiout' 
dpors, for, fear they ſHould.be over-wro ht. And hes. 
-cauſe the Servants were, Heretofore, much in their Ma- 
Fd it was ordain d (in the days of our Sara 
| „ that. if a Maſter « 4 His, Slave to 
the Slaye was to be ſet at Liber, a 
x puniſh'd by Fine. andif. ne · wrought 
Fer e he was to be publi 
mit be pore of 
r doing any other en this Day 
bur what was: cliaritable, bs eint ſor the Life and 
of Man, not even, for Rilling and DE 
fir the Fawil „it was. ordain'd, tliat & 11 
generally be e Market-Day for all Orin, any 


0 from ouf Bdoks,: ho 
a t in man Phces, 
Leiden Wow if the irs, bach ef 
the ibit Men the following their 
d other worldly Employments on the Lordi- 
for the Servants anf the Cattels Cie that 
ight reſt from their Labours; but alſo to diſtin. 


guiſh 


= 
* 


proper Exerciſes for the Lords-Day it is to be ho- 
peil, that the People will be brought to think, that 
not their worldly Labours, and the following their - 
proper Callings „will de Hindrances and Impedi- 
ments to theſe good Sunday- Mortt; but all ſuch Tulle: 


and boiſterous Playings, Games, and Exerciſes, as quite 
tranſport the Mind. fom ſerious ſober Confilerations: | 
confurne abundance of their Time; tempt them to 
'"Quarrels, or in 


mly ; che 
* Cites 


but a Declaration put out by James I. and afterwarts- 
unhappilyreviv'd in the Days of K. Charlar, his Son) a. 
udigtis, and licentious as it was eſteem'd, did yet pre- 
ſtribe ſuch Rules, as I ſhould be glad were nam obſervid, 
in ſome places, in Honour of the Lords-Daye No A 
berties were allowed ( by that Proolamatiun, or Decle» 

ration) but with theſe Conditions and Reſtrictions: 
1. That the Men and Women ſhould hwe been at Di- 
vine Service. 2. At their own Pariſh Churches. 3. To 
tave no Liberty till after Evening Service was ended. 
4. The People that belong d to One Pasiſd were not to 
jo! Recreation with the People of Auotber Pariſh. 


in 
— to keep to their own Company. 1. 
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I confeſs, I cannot ſee, but, if innocent, modeſt, and 
moderate Recreations, are to be allowed upon the Lord's 
Day, that any better Limitations, and Conditions | c 
be ſet to Peoples Liberties, than theſe. Aud therefore 
till the People can be brought to conſider things better, 
and betake themſelves to wiſer Counſels, let care be ta- 
ken, that theſe idle Hours be paſs'd with as little offence 
as can be, to Virtue and Religion: and that if any thing 

be done, at ſuch Times, as the Laws and Canons will 
take hold of; let the Offenders be certainly taken notice 
of, and purſued to Extremity. The Laws forbid all 
Swearing, Curſing, Drunkenneſs, and Reveling ; it 
will be hard for thoſe who meet (to take their 
Paſlimes) on theſe Occaſions, to avoid the falling into 
ſome of theſe Offences. Let not a Man of them be ſpa- 
red; make the ſevereſt Examples of them, that the 
Laws will allow; make it a ſhameful, or a painfid, or 

a chargeable thing, to ſwear-an Ob, to utter a Curſe, 
or to be Drunk, or to uſe any wanton Dalliance, on 
theſe Occaſions, and you will quickly ſee an End of 

theſe Aſemblings : it will be ſo wneaſy a thing, to be 
upon the guard, ſo long, in a ſuſpected Company, that 
they will either refuſe to meet at all, or will ſoon break 
the Meeting up; and, either way, be inoffenſive; I 
think the Laws that puniſh theſe Offcnces, may, by 
this means, be made as uſeful, as if they did directly 
threaten and forbid ſuch Meetings, which are the Oc- 
cafions of them, and Incitements to them. And thoſe 
will be to be blamed, who ſhall not contribute to put 
them in Execution, when there is good Reaſon. ' 

There is another innocent and artful way of cutting 
ſoort at leaſt, if not preventing, theſe unſcaſonable Re- 
creations. And that is, of not going ſo ſoon to Evening 
Prayer, as ordinarily is done, and unnd the 
- 10 | 0: 113 Sie; 


f em 


A prudent Man, may, by theſe means, ſteal an 
from theſe diſorderly Folks, and give it them again, in 
ſomething better for them. But how much happier 
would it be, both for the Miniſter, and for themſelves, 
if theſe young People, would be brought to conſider ſeri- 
ouſly, that theſe their idle Hours (as they account them) 
are, generally ſpeaking, the only Hours they have, of 
all their Life, to ſpend in good Reflexions and Religious 
Meditations ; to bethink themſelves of what is paſt, and 
to reſolve upon Amendment for the future. The Ex- 
cuſe they make, is, that they have no other time for Re- 
creations, but the Sunday Evenings, I doubt it is not 
true; I have not heard, the People of our Countries, 
are fo famed for diligence, and painful Labours, all the 
Week long. But, if we take them at their Word, let 
us alſo ask them what time they have, beſides the Sun- 
day Evenings, for attending to their Spiritual Concerns? 
When elſe they recollect their paſt Miſcarriages > When 
they conſider to what purpoſe they were ſent into this 
World? In what manner they have led their Life in 
it? And ee are haſtning every Day? And 
what account they ſhall be able to give to God, when 
he ſhall ſummon them, by Death, to appear before him? 
They are, daily, call'd up eerly in the Morning by 
their Labours; and they return /ate from them, in the 
Evening ; and very weary we may well preſume. The reſt 
of their Time is ſpent in Eating, Drinking, and Ref: eſh- 
ing of themſelyes ; after which, as ſoon as their Fa- 
thers, or their Maſters will permit, they haſten them 
to Bed, and fall to Sleepimmediately. Hear, O Father 
of unbounded Mercies, and incline thine Ear to all who 
pray for thoſe that pray not for themſelves ; who let the 


Sun riſe every Day, and * upon their Heads, 
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Time, when there, by Catechizing the young Peop le. 
our 


| 0 | — 2 
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remembring their Creator, their Redeemer, and their 
Fudee! And js not this the daily and the weekly cvurſe, 
of moſt Uneducated, Poor, and Labouriug People? 
And how much ought they, then, to value Sunday, 
which gives them eaſy Opportunities of praying to 
God, and praifing him, of hearing and attending to his 
Word, of con their Sins, imploring his forgtve- 
neſs, and of asking every thing they in need of? 
How little a part of ſuch a Day, can they afford to loſe, 
who have taken fo little care, the fix foregoing Ones? 
I am not, I muſt own, for preſſing a preciſe and rigo- 
rous Obſervation of this Day, nor ſor filling Peoples 
Heads with falſe and Jewiſb Notions of its Sanctificati- 
on. But I would have it carefully obſerved; the Time 
Mlotted far the Church, with Gravity, with Senouſneks, 
and all Devotion; part of the reſt, in ſober Recalfedi- 
ons, good, InftruQ;ons of our Families, and rradig 

ſome good Book ; the other part, in ſuch Diſcourſe, Vi- 


fit, or Friendly Ent t. as is conſiſtent with So- 
briety, and Vertue, and Religion. Chrifhanity is a moſt 


fweet, good-natur'd Inſtitution, and will allow all eaſy, 
in Freedoms, even upon its higheſt Feftzvals, or 
its moſt Solemn Fat. But let all Rude and Kiotoug, 
Aſſemblings; all Clamorous Sports, and boiftrous Ex- 
erciſes, and all undecent Liberties both of the Hand and 
T be baniſh'd from this Day of Ref, and Holi. 
neſt.” The Article forbids 4 Man, w work, bis own: 
Works, on this Day, much more the Works that lead fo 
eafily to Sin, and moſt of all, che acknowledged Fork: 


of Darkneſs, 1 
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3. Are there any who refuſe or neg; . 


lect to ſend their Children and Servants 
to be Inſtructect in the Principles of the 


Chriſtin Religion, by the Miaiſtcr of 
your Pariſh, My Lord Du; at E- 
vening Prayer 2 | 


"EN It is the w_ — 


. hereafter. The. Children eb dai tuned, 
e to be. moſt dutiful and. obedient to. their Parens 
and the: Servants that are belt ta 


apt to give falle Anſſwers, to conceal. Truths, and i = 
Lies, to fave themſelves from Blame” and Puniſhnient: 


2 
advantage of their I =, Now there is no 


"""—_—_ 


44 Ae ＋ Nase &. 
ling into theſe Offences, and to make them Juſt, and 
True, Honeſt, Faithful, and Conſcientious, 'as the in- 
| ſtruſting them, and cauſing them to be inſtructed in the 

Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, which forbids. all 
theſe wicked Practices, and ſecures to all Parents, the 
and Obedience of their Children; to all Maſters, 
juſt Gains of their Servants Time and Labour; and 
to all TO, the Truth and Honeſty and Ju ſtice of 

And nothing but Religious Principles can 
truly honeſt, at all Times, and in all Caſes. 
if People are not taught theſe Principles when 


hardly ever learn them to good purpoſe 
N de Reaſon the Church inſiſts fo much upon the 


Thi the Reno the Chr e work 1 tis for 

the Publick Good, as well as for their own ; the whole 

Pariſh is the better for dutiful Children and honeſt Ser- 

Vans; and much the worſe for Diſobedient, 8 * 
and Theeviſh Ones. Such therefore as 
e to ſend their Children and Servants to 

chis d, nn n one thei ke 

ee 


4. Have you any in Your, Parih 
not yet Baptized 2 | | 

5. Are there an) who —— Ta 
Baptiz'd, and likewife Inſtructed in the 


Church. Catechiſm, and yet have not 
been m by * Bilbop 3 


4 *. 


2 


| « 7 = Parents died whilſt 


Ks 


"_ of ee 8 e * 5 


80 Are there any Corfirtn'd;” and 
above Sixteen Years of Age, la 
not Receive the Sacrament of the 
Lord Supper, at leaſt three times in 
the Tra, and particularly at Eaſter? 


454153: 6 Iſuſped none can come under this qth 
Article, but the Children of uakers, and 2 1 
ey were young) but if 

ere be any others not ze ig they ought. to be diſ- 
covered, Tk (Fare n N in- 
ſtructed, Chriſtene when 925 
come to Years of Underſtanding, they are to be a | 


ed b the Pulhops and, if Above. eee 5 


are obliged to communicate three times. in the Tear at 
leaſt, e Children of Believers enter into Covenant 
with God, by Chriſt, in Baptiſm, before indeed they un- 
derſtand what any Covenant means, or what is requi- 
red of thoſe who are to be Baptized ; and they are 
made, thereby, Members of Chriſt, Children of Hod, 
and Inberitors of the Kingdom of Heaven, without 
knowing there are any fuch Perſons, Things, or Place, . 


This is a Wonder of Mercy upon God's part; for the 


Chureh aſſurs us that I is certain by God's Word, 
that Children, which are Baptized, 2 25 before they + 
commit actual Sin, are undoubtedly ſaved; In lieu of 


this, the Children, promiſe, on tha parts, but promiſe 
by their Sureties, without knowing it, to renaunce the + 
| Devil and all bus Works, to believe in God, and to ſerve - 
bim, (i. e. they promiſe Faith, Repentance, and Obe- 
dience) which promiſe, when they e come to Age, them 


ſelves : 


435 


——_—_ —_— Ltda 66 ** 


is the renewing and confirming with their own: Mouth, 
the Promiſe and Vow which was made: by their Godfa- 


Vous. Confirmation is by. 


_ poles, but it is no Sacrament ; and therefore rhofe fo 
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flves are bound to This. evening 20 Age, 
coming to Years of Diſcretion and Underſtanding ; 
Don as they come to diſcern between Right and Wrong, 
Gond and and know what is commanded and what 
forbidden. A Child's Anowledge and his Diay grow 
together. His under ſtanding is not to be meafured by 
his Years, nor by his , but by his ſenſe of 
things, and apprehenfion : Ai ſome W ones, we 
ſee, will ſooner by much than Others, find out their 
Obligations tp God and Man, and ſer about di 
them. It is then the apr chend what Vows 
Promiſes of Faith, | and Obedience, their 
Fureties have Rid them under, that is indeed be coming 


to Ave, which binds theſe youn js ro perform 
em. 6, bon e they * 2 riſtian 


Duties, they muſt — 45 ge to diſcharge them. 
Now the biel — on the 2 


thers, in Faptiſm; and 3 
bound to believe and perfo what was t 
ken for them. Fan Abele be glad that none 
were brought tu Confirmation, vor eb as wer be well 
fuppaſed to have ſome Senſe and Underſtanding of what 
they undertake, and not be able bately to anſwer to the 
jons of the Caterbiſm. I Hope that na Body will 
think hinf#ff not hound to perform his Baptiſinal Vows, 
becauſe he has not ſolemnly undertaken to do ſo, by de⸗ 
ing confrm u: Whether le are conſitm d or no, 
they are under the fame Obligations to perform thoſe 
no means, neceſſary or e/zn- 
letiue of it. be- 
and ſerves to very good 


tial to Baptiſm; nor 
Inftitution of the Church 


= 


have 


4 af Enguing Fg 47. 


have not Lighted,  2hd neglected it, but wanted it, ei- 
ther through Ignorance, or lack of „unte! 
not be much concern d, altho* they have receiv'd the 
Lord's Supper, without being Confirm'd.” It is ſuffici- 
ent (4n the want of ty) that Men be ready. 
for it, and defirous of it, when and when it may be 
had. And for ſuch as have received the Lord's $ 


without it, they are een to have done alread all 
that Confirmation ſuppoſes, they ſhould do, and 
fore are not proper Subjects of it. — 
have received —_ Lord's Supper, ſhould not come 6 
Confirmations. But when things go Regularly, the 
Children that have been Baptiz d, are to be to 
Church and there Caechiz d, a and inſtructed in the Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, and when they have a 
Reaſonable Senſe and U of them, are to be 
brought to the Byſbop and Confirm d, and, after that, 
are, at convenient Opportunities, to receive Satra“ 
ment of the Lord's Supper. The Church ſuppoſes chem 
capable of this, at 16 Years of Age; ſome are Þ, be- 
fore, and others not, even Years after that _ Bit a 


certain time is to be named, and 16 is as liel an Age 


as any other. And ate calłd upon at A 
— if 22 whilſt 1 45 
off for many Years, and ſometimes, 4 it nüt at We 


they come to die; whereas b entring on this Du. 
ty, they betimes i a of Vittue and Reni 
gion, which hens them againft the Temptations 
to which chat warm Age 15 moſt Hale, and fecures: 
38 Lives after. This ſuppoſes afſo, that all 
young People ſhould receive the Communion (the Beſt 
time at leaſt) from the Hands of their Miniſter 
mne own Pariſh Church, which nat ing n 


48 Miche & Enquiry, &c. 
dare cblervdz he is indeed he Veſt Judge of their Ca- 
265 Dvicor by ein erp Anton ee 
% Isany-Part of che Stock of the 
Church, or, any Legicy'Bequeathed 
to Pious or Charitable Ules, perverted, 
or. concealed, or otherwiſe employed 
than was intended by the Donor, and 
is it in ſuch Hands as are eſteemed Re- 
e And do vou now of any 
ugmentations of Vicarages or Cura- 
cies? W hen were they made, and by 
whomgare they Regiſtred, and made 
as Records, as the Law requires? | 
4 A Man cannot falſify his Truſt, with more In- 
e and Wickedneſs in any Inſtance, than in pervert- 
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beſtir themſelves, and ſee that in every Pariſh, there be 
a good Bock, wherein the Names of their ene factor, 

55 they died; the Clauſes 


- are enrolled: The Dune w 
W ich the eg bequeathed ei- 
refully 


or Parts of their Wills, b 
ther Money, Land, or Hou es, CA tranſcribed, 
and well atteſted ;, together with a full Account where 
* H uſes and Lands lie; and what they are. truly 
ow bounded, and in whoſe Hands they are, 
2 were. But the muſt ale elpecial care of Money 
| 55 is e 1 7 1 and idle to loſs than either 
or, Houſes ) that it be put into ſuch Hands, as axe 
ſecure and moſt reſponſible ; they muſt truſt no Man's 
Nord or Promiſe, — muſt have Bond; they muſt let 
it continue in no. Man's Hand, for fear, or Frieadlhip, 
without ſuch. Sec 10 the Laws allow, and requize. 


All theſe things ſh fairl r that they ma 
be erer Men e enen — 5 Laute Ea — — — 


WW indeed to all e 
CES di mores us, and 7 


if te dall bo 


ro what 
all of us, u 
Neal beſt Endeavourg, to eee all Dis 


8 according to their N and en- 
SERIES > 


7 U. Are there any Wills of Par. 
8 ſorn Dectas' d, Concealed, or e 
ed? 
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9. Are any Goods of Perſons Dy- 


Inteſtate, Adiniſtred without ag 
ff Authority? 


8, 9. The Concealing, and not proving 1 of Pill, 
will er. it "re Wap that fome Huy! is in- 
tended to be done to ſome Parties, that are concern'd : 
For he who intends honeſtly, cometh to the Light; and 
what he does will bear the ight. The Deceaſed had a 
| Right to diſpoſe of what was theirs, to what Perſons, 
und in what manner they ſaw fit. *Tis therefore a * 
of great Injuſtice to depriye them of this Right, a 
downright ſtealing from thoſe to whom the Deceaſed ha 


to deprive them of that 
1 eee 715 and to transfer it to other Peop 4 
me no ht to it; this is robbing both the d and 
Living. The not a. Will, does not always in- 
tend ox do the ſame ef as concealing it, for the Par- 
ties ooneern d, ma 24 Tre Her Te es intended "them 
in the Wil, tho” Wilt is not pine, th five Char- 


3 me ti yet the Eaw 
$42 and SIS 


l ea 
Will, barber wor wo 6 Hor dell 6 

to know, whether he is, or is not 7 
Man's Goods or Eſtate, but by the Probate of his Wills 
which is 2 Publick th, and and done a Publick Officer, 
to which all Peopl recur, wItkhic 6 exiguiring of an 
Mes on Bark Det ty — 4 * 
ignorant ? Fe al cn Tas Rs tobe 
done, by Perſons taking upon them to niſter the 
Goods of Jorg 48 dic a Wilks, who have no Au- 


TY 


50 
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thority to do ſo; this the Law would remedy, by put- 
ting it into the Hands of the Ordinary and his ers to 
give out Letters of Adminiſtration, to ſuch as have 
molt right to them, and who are likelieſt to adminiſter ' 
with moſt Jufticc and Honeſty. And the Laws making 
theſe Officers accountable for their Male-adminiſtration, 
there is a great deal of Reaſon, that no Body elſe ſhould 
take upon them, to do their Work, without Authority. 
To do all Right therefore, both to the Living and the 
Dead, the Church-wardens are to preſent all ſuch, as they 
know, or hear, by common fame, have either conceal'd 
any Will, or have not proved any Will, or have admini- 
ſtred the Goods of any one who died without a Vill, 
without lawful Authority, empowering them to do it. 

10. Are there any who refuſe to Pay 
their Rates to the Repair of © the 
Church, and providing Books and o- 
ther Neceſſaries for the Service of Al- 
1ꝙ0. There is no need of ſhewing dhe Reaſonableneſs 
of all Peoples contributing to the bearing a Common Bur- 
then, it is of it ſelf, ſo plain; there ſhould not therefore 
be ſo much trouble given tothe Officers,/'asF hear there 
is in collecting theſe Duties: But ſinee nothing elſe will 
make theſe People wiſer, Proſentments muſt. | 


. 


'G2> 11. Are 


53 ew af Empty, ber. 


whom you 9 — to be common Swear⸗ 
ers, Curſers, or Drunkards, or to live: 


in Fornication, Adultery, or Inceſt, or 


to lie under the common Fame of ſuch 
AE Crimes? ede n edo 


RET» 


11. EY or no N want WY ca bY 
1 odious Sins, and fit to be puniſb d, as 
* ſays, by che Judge. The Guilty do not, that I hear 
of, dend he own Practices; nor is there any Aue 
cate e on their behalf; the Judges, I believe, Ec- 

| Secular, are ready and inclin'd to put, 
and the Lama have takenall care nee to give them 
Power. From whence, then, can proceed the Impunity 
of theſe Offenders ? Why, only, from the want of 
Accuſers. Thus is part of the. 55 Office, 
and I know not how they will acquit themſelves of a 
t deal of Guilt, and of partaking of other Peoples 


but b enting ſuch as they know are guilty of 
Denote 0 Offenes; or ſuch as common Fane 
lie under ſuch Imputations. Great i 


"Carcleſach 
and Malice of ſome People; and great is the Careleſneſs 


of ochers, in their Behaviour; and others are of weak 
5 andvver Credulous;and apt to take up things 

6 find out faults. And from theſe Springs ariſe a 

many Calumnies and Slanders, that ſpread an evil — 

on many People that are innocent: and tlierefore eare is 

to be taken that Credit be not given to looſe and idle 


Reports, 


ves, and to miſconſtrue many others, . 


* 


* 


di as 


Anichs, of: IN Ker 7 


R nor every thing that is ſaid to Peoples prejudioe 
be look d upon as common Fame, or a ground of Accu- 
fie: Bt hes 3 wud Koala as moves 
good eople to believe and report ſach things 
of their Neighbours, who are not otherwiſe apt to take 
up Slanders, and ill Speeches againſt them, there is then 
Reaſon enou ugh to preſent upon Common Fame. For, 
Scandal and Offence are apt to — where ſuch Reports 
go current, without Control or Notige taken, by ſuch 
as are concern d to look after ſuch Offences. And after 
all, as bad as the World is, there are but ſew, who are 
rep ured Common Swearers, Curſers, or Drunkards, or - 
whit are ſaid to live in Fornication, - Adultery,” or Ince 
that are . altogether wrong d b Common, Fame. e 
Cy of ſuch People muſt very faulty indeed, 
ves occaſion to ſuch Reports, when there is no 
ar Ut for them; and even for 1 they are Re 
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1. Te Office of a Cburcb- warden, if well iikhare- 
ed, is not omy of great uſe, but carries a 5 8 
| deal of trouble with it; and therefore, except ney few 
rivi- 
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RT. 


3 
„ 


one ſhould 1 — Fend ; 11 ho 
Cogn Plas 1 8 Figs 


"if 


the Cuſtom — 1 — 
one, and the Pariſh another —— both are 
Sete by the Fan. 


2. Have the former 1 e 
given up their Accounts, and delivered 
the Money, or what elle they had be 
longing to the Church, into the Hands 
of the preſent Church-wardens ? 


2. Thatthe Old Church-wardens Hot gin 
Accounts, and deliver what Money and EIL 
they have, into the Hands of their Succeſſors, — 
Reaſdnable, not only to ſhew they have been honeſt and | 
faithful Stewards for the Pariſh, but that the Pariſhoners 
may ſee how the Razes and Sums of Money gathered 
from them, been expended and laid out; and kłnow, 
either what {till owe, or what is- left over and a. 
bove for the New, Church-wardens. Theſe Accounts 
are for the Satisfaction of the Pariſh, for the Credit and 
of the Ola Officers, and for help and Informa- 
| n be 

up have n 
We cated and Ul f * 


3. It 


e 
* - 
* se 
rn 
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25 Is fine White-Bread, * wha \ 
ſome Wine: provided 2 gainſt every 
Communion, ls to the Number 
of the Communicans, by the Curate 
and Church Wardens, at the ON 

of the Pariſh? . 


| 3. t underſtand that in ſome places of this Diocele- 
3 that the Miniſter ſhould be 
put to provide Bread and Wine for all the Communi- 
cants at Euſter, which are probably more, than commu - 

Year befides, to his very great Expence. 


——_— , 
r 1 * 4s 
2 
: y * 
1 — 


nicate all 
am ſure there could be no Reaſbn — — 
duce ſuch a Cuſtom at firſt, nor is there an any; yood * 

ro - 


4 to continue it on; and therefore I reſo 
— 09-r and the 


'd, as being expreſly 

Loma the x 1 have-reaſon to think the Cuſtam 
is not of long date or ſtanding ;: but be it of What date 
it will, it 1s, and always war Ogpreſſion; why muſt 
the Clergy of thoſe Blk, be ſo ill diflinguilt&from! the 


reſt of their Brethren throughout: Her Majeſties _ 0 
nions? For ſuch a Cuſtom prevails no where elſe. - 


wonder how the came to ſuffer, or ſubmit to i, : 
at-firſt, and did not uſe the Remedy that God had put in--- 


to their Hands, 3 E to repe E In- 
Juſtice : But it muſt ſuffered no 


Law is not yet fifty Vears old, that (b — the 
Rubrick y elt yg The Bread and Wine for the 
Communion," ſhall be provided iy the Curate, and the 
Oburch-wardens, at the Charges of the Pariſh, 8 


* * 9 
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Nubrick juſt before ſuppoſes the ſame thing Aud if 
any of the Bread and Wine remain vneonſeerated, the 
Curate ſball have it to his own Uſe. If the Curate 
(which in all ' theſe places is the Refv7, or Vicar t 
whom the Cure of the Pariſh 1s committed). were ſup- 
ſed to find the Bread and Wine. at bis own Charges, 
ow' improper had it been, to have given him what no 


one elſe could have any Right to? Whereas tis now gi- 
ven him, altho' it was indeed the Pariſhes, who 5 


for it. And if it be affirmed, that this Cuſtom only 


lates to the finding the Bread and Wine at Es et it 
that the Law makes no x a Er It 
Euſter and Whitſomide, or any other time: For, the 
very next Ruß rict chat follows ſays.ñA2nd Note, That 
every Pariſbioner ſball communicate, at the leaſt, three 
times in the Mur, of which, Eaſter co be one ; and 
therefore commands the Bread and Wine to be gam 
ar whos the Pariſh, at Eſter as much as at 
The | Church-wardens therefore, will, 

hob ne edi how unrighteous ſuch: ; 
is” an ? how directl contrary to the LA] 
— and do herein as they ought to do, and as 
the Poriſes in England do, and always have done: And, 
if they will not, muſt 7. 
n with _—_ 10 


e you 4 Pariſn- Clerk of 
= bf. 21 7 2 of Sober Lie, 0 


og Qualified for his Office? 
F. Is he Paid his accuſtomed ity, 


\ Do? and Perquiſit tes, yo to his 
Fee add 8. Doth 


che 
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6. Doth he keep the Church clean, 


and carefully look to the Books, and 
all Things committed to his Charge? 


- 


7. Doth he Open and Shut the 
Church Doors at due Times, and Toll 
the Bell, or Bells, at the uſual Hours 
before Prayers, that People may have 


ſufficient warning to come toChurch ? 


4, 5,6, 7. 'Tis very fit that all who any wa 
* 1 the Church, be of ſober Life, — 8 
ly qualified for their Office. The Pari ks were 
2 in ö ſort 222 _ _ their 

in alſiſting at the Divine 5 ill 
— Lager Labor and ought to be of . — 
good Behaviour. And if thay diſcharge their Office 
well, _—_ that part of it of keeping the Church © 
clean, ill deferve, and ought to have their Salary 
duly paid, and none of their accuſtomed Perquiſites 
withheld. But if they are negligent, or ſlovenly in their 
Churches, or live not ſobexly, they are to be preſented, 
and, if they are found incoMgible, they are to be remo- 
ved from their Places, to make room for thoſe who will 
live, and do their Buſineſs better. 
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Tir. IV. 


Cuncerning the Churches and Chappels, 


with their Poſſeſſions and Utenſils. 


P our Church or Chapel, with 
8938 and Tower, or 

Stceple, in good Repa ir, and Jocent- 

ly kept within and + <a 


2. Is the Roof well covered, the 
Windows. well glazd, ank the Floor 
kept well Pav'd, Lad and even 4 


8; 2:. The Building, R 
Chrches, was heret ooh 7 * ut ar men; 4 
that our Forefathers had but little 
conſtrain'd t ox after it; by Lows and 
2 do belleve they ſometimes placed too 

much Confidence in ſuch Works, and look d upon them. 
as Attonements for great Offences. But what then? Is 
it not ſtill an Inditation of an excellent Devotion, and 
of. a Mind that truly honours God, and intends to pro- 
mote his Service, to lay out Money upon ſuch Oocaſi- 
ans 2- There is nothing draws. ſo near to Superſtition, 
a an unreaſbnable dread of it. When the Rulers of 


the 7ews would move our Saviour, in behalf of the 
Centu- 


Centurion's Servant, they come to him and tell him 
He loveth our Nation, and bath built us 4 Synagogue, 
Luke 7. 5. And any one may foretel, without the 
Gift of Prophecy, that unleſs this bountiful good pub- 
lick Spirit, prevail a great deal more a us, and be 
more encouraged; an hundred Years will bring to the 
Ground a huge Number both of our Temples and our Sy- 
nagogues. In the mean time, all care imaginable muſt be 
taken, to keep them. up in good 1 z that Men 
may ſerve God with Security, with Decency, and 
Cleanlineſs, and in the beſt Order; which things con- 
tribute, more than People think of, to the raiſing and 
maintaining their Devotion: — There is ont ching, 1 
obſerve, in the Churches I have ſeen among you, that 
wants to be amended ; and that is, the great Unevenneſs 
of the Floors, occalion'd by the frequent Burials in the 
Churches. The way to remedy this, is to make it 
more chargeable, to break up Ground in Churches, than 
it now is; let ſuch a Rate he ſet upon it, as will be 
{ure to pay for the Work of making the Ground even; 
and this, in time, may repreſs the Vanity and Pride 
(for ſuch undoubtedly it is, in mean People) of bury- 
ing the Dead within the Churches; a thing the Antient 
Chriſtians forbore to do, for more than 600 Years, not 
only out of Reverepce to thoſe Places that were '{acred 
to the Service of God; but out of Prudence allo, that 

the Dead might not annoy the Living. However, till 
inconvenient Cuſtoms can be broken, let us make it as 
hard as we can to keep them. 8 


_ bs your + Church-yard lice 
Fenced? $663 ie! 


4. Hath any one 3 upon 
it, or cut down any. Trees that. were 
growing therein? 10 


bs © Hive: any Bells, Lead Timber, 
or other Materials of your Church, or 
Chapel been embereIl d, and by whom Þ 


3, 4, 3. The Church. yard was firſt incloſed; and 
conſterated. to be the Common -place of the Dead, 
and therefore is to be carefully fenced and look d after, 
that no Indecencies may be committed in it, by ſuch 
Beaſts as are apt to 5580 up the Earth, A Borden 
uncover Dead Bodies. It is the Freebold of the Incum: 
But, and therefore muſt not be incroac hed upon ; 25 
Tre: are planted there for Ornament, and elter, and 
for of the Chancel, and E not to 
be cut down for any other uſe, The embezelling of any 
Church-Miterials, is juſt as much miſchief and damage 
tothe Pariſh,as they mult be put to to purchaſe the like, 
and therefbre ſuch Injuſtice, ought in al Reaſon, tobe 
preſemed,/ in order to be proſecuted.” 


6, Have 


— 8 
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6. Have you a decent Font of Stone 
in your Church, for the Adminiſtration 
of the Sacrament of Baptiſm? 


6. People were at firſt (eſpecially if there was any 
great number of them) baptized in Rivers, Brooks, 
onds, or other Waters that they met with accidentally. 
But if fingle Perſons, or private Families were to be | 
Baptized, tis very likely it was done in private Houſes, 
in ſome convenient Place, or Veſſel. St. Pal ſeems to 
have been ſo Baptiz'd himſelf, As 9. 17. and fo to x 
have Baptiz d the Converted Jailor and his Houſhold, 5 
Afﬀts 16. 33. and in all likelihood, it was ſo in 4 
times of Perſecution; the Chriſtians (tho bold to Death, 
wlien there was any neceſſary Call, and juſt Occaſion) 
never cauſeleſly provoking their Adverfaries, either Jer 
or Gentiles, by publickly performing their Offices, when - 
they could do it privately, with ſafety and the fame ad- - 
vantage. But when God had turn d the. Hearts: of the 
Governors towards them, and the Empire: was in the 
Hands of Cbriſtiant, they had liberty to. do as they 
would, and they built great and coſtly. Bap iſteries (or. 
places to baptize in) ſometimes adjoyning to, ſomes 
times near, the great Churches; and by degrees came 
to ſet up Fonts in the manner we mow have them, within 
4 the Church Doors ; they were uſually. made of Marble, 
or the hardeſt Stone they could get, as well for Clean-e 
lineſs, and Preſervation, , as that the Conſecrated Water 
7 81 not be ſucked up by a Spongy, or leſs ſolid: ' 
„„ n 10 
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7. Have you a decent Table, com- 
modiouſly placed in the Chancel, for 
the Celebrat tion of the Holy Communi- 


on, with a decent den always over 
it, and a fair Linen Cloth to cover it 
when there is a Communion ? 


8. Have you a Silver Chalice, 5 


a Cover, * a Flaggon of Pewter, or 
purer Mettal for the Wine, and . 
Silver Plare for the Bread, with a fair 
Linnen Cloth to cover the Conſecra- 
ted Bread and Wine? 


B: All People who are ſeriouſly affected with the 
Matters of Religion, do immediately fall into this 
Reckoning, that the 83 and moſt m Duties 
of it, are to be not only with the greateſt 
Veneration and Au o Mind, but with the greateſt our- 
ward Honour and So This Conclufior is, in it 
_ elf, but reaſonable and jult ; md Ft. unleſs it be re- 
ſtrain'd, with great Prudence, it ow into great 
and wonderful exceſs. hk indulging 


to this thought had (in the Days of our W 
loaded the Altars of the Churches with Silber, Gold, 
and Precious Stones; cloathed the Prieſts with the fineſt 

and molt coſtly Linnen, and embroidered ann 
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— ar their 3 Fand Wealth, that, pro- 
bably, the very hope iling them, was a Tempta- 
dr their Adverſaries. In a word, the Bleſſed 2 
crament was attended with ſo many gorgeous and ſur- 
izingly glittering Circumſtances, that the good, plain, 
mple Duty, ſeem'd to be loſt and ſmother d with its 
own Pomp, and Ornaments. The Reformation | ſet 
theſe Matters right again ; reſtored Religion to its liber- 
y, and free breathing; and ordained the Celebration of 
ſe holy Myſteries, in ſucha ſerious ſober manner; ſo 
void of all unneceſſary Pomp, and Oftentation, that a 
Man muſt have but little ſenſe of decency and firneſs, 
that is offended at it, on the ſcore of Ceremony. Nothing 
but decency,” and cleanlineſs is here injoyn'd; and Lam 
throughly aſhamed to think this cannot be obtain'd in 
many Places. What ſhall we ſay, when the Veſſels of 
the Lord's Houſe are of fo courſe a Mettal, that many. 
People of the Pariſh could not eat and drink out of the 
like, at home? Let David ſpeak to them, as he did 
to Nathan, 2 Sam. 7. 2. See now, I dwell in an Houſe 
of Cedar, but the Ark of God dwelleth within Curtains. 
He was aſhamed of it, and preſently refolved to build a 
Temple. Some ſuch Religious Ingenuity; will, 1 hope, 
at one time or another, provi ning; Receptacles 
for the Sacred Symbols, in places where that care is not 
already taken. But, what is wanting in C, let it be 
made up in Cleanlineſs. If the Paten, and the Chalice- 
4 be not Silver, let them be bright, and ſweet, however. 
Let the Table be decent; it is, on thele Occaſions, the 
Carpet; and when there is a Sacrament, with, a” fair 
Linen ¶ loath, with a fine Napkin/alfo-to cover the con- 
ſecrated Elements; not to conceal them from the Peo- 
ples Eyes, or make theſe things myſterious; but 1 
Pect, 


— 
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Reſpect, and a degree of Seriouſneſs in their Minds on 


theſe Occaſions, and to prevent ſome inconvenient Acci- 
dents. It 1s not, I think enough, to ſay, that People 
are to approach this Holy Table, with clean Hands, and 

pure Heart. But there is all the need imaginable of 
raiſing up their Minds, quickning their Devotion, kind- 
ling their Affection, and fixing their Attention, at theſe 
ſolemn times, by all the innocent and artful Methods 


5 to which I know of nothing that con 
tributes more, than the ce of theſe Rites; in 
grave ſerious manner, in decent order, and with all the 


Are and cleanlineſs that can be uſed. | f 
9. Is there a convenient Reg. 
De and Pulpit? 
10. Is there a comely Surplice pro- 
vided and Waſhed a at the harge of 


the Pariſh ? 


11. Have you a lags Bible of the 
laſt Tranſlation, with Two Common- 
Prayer-Books, both in Ei and 
Welſh ? | 
ih Fiche yours te rain 40 — 


ing, Tit. L A. 5: The Edification of the moſt is erer 
to be firlt in the Miniſter's Conſideration. 
12. Have 
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12. Have you a Reiter Roten 
Parchment Ph” yah 


. 1 3. Are al Perſons holes are e Cui 
FL Married, or Buried in your 
Pariſh duly Rabea therein en time 


S to time? 


| proved of great 
equence. It hath help'd to determine Peoples Age; 
— — of cheir Birth; and certainty of their 
| Marriage, Ih otherwiſe might have been diſputed; 
x ir hath intitled People to certain Benefits, that were 
propriated to Gickr, and ſuch. Places, Towns, Hundreds, 
er Cowities ; and it is, N Care, and accord- 
| Injunctions of the Canons, admitted for good 
2 in Law : And moreover the Miniſter knows, 
nn when People are Old enough to be caltd 
prepare for the Communion. It is in truth of ſo 
much Uſe Del 15396 cron. iy ma l 
92 injoyn c 1336 or thereabouts. They m 
— del Gmehing oo like it, before that time; 
for, many and Matters col GEO ICS 


k e LARS 4 
** 


"4x; 14. 1s the Houſe of 
Vicar" with the Barns, Stables, and all 
the Our-houſes reren in good Repair d 


ET] 


1 
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4. I have already ſpoken to rhe keeping the Incum- 
dente Houſe in iy of initing ag A. 2. But I an 
fs by no Opportunity o again upon it ; it is 
ſo fit, 5 reaſonable, 5 juſt, and neceſſary a Tie u 
alleges, that if they have any ſenſe of 
or Gratitude to their Religious Founders and Benefact- 
ors, they will carefully diſcharge their Obligation: and 
have the fame Regard to their Swcceſſors, which their 
Predeceſſors had, or ſhould have had, to Them. By our 
Eccleſiaſtical Law the are required To 2 the 
Clergy in mind of keepi choir Houſes in ſufficien 
. But whirl they negle to 4 
2 Why, aaa oi ror time, the 
 Biſbop is to tale care (by Sequeſtration of their Benefi- 
r ef their Profits. ＋. 55.2. 
But to ſave the Biſhop and the Incumbent this trauble, it 
were much better, the would follow the Þyun- 
-Gions of King Egw. VL in 134%, 


and the fime 


9.by Queen Elizabeth, and er afide the fifth 
, fill all Nere 


9 . 

mple, ofthis lind, but truly, I intend to look 

with much le on this Fault, than on many others; 
becauſe I ſee that Pity to the | Incumbent, -may | 


very eaſily become Coucly to his Widow, if ſhe be ſued 
by his Suceeſſor, and he recovers ot her; or 
S that Succeſſor, eee 
— . Conan. bY 


* 


* 15. Has 3 


- 
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15. Has any Money been left, ot 
21 any One, to repair the Incum- 


oule, which has not been em- 
in to that Uſe and Purpoſe ? | 


15. A Man would be ble, who mould fre 
for Dilapidation-Coſts, and ſhould not expend, upon the 
Premiſſes, what he recovered on that Score: He has 
tte Tears time allowed to do it in; but, after that, he 
2 to the Queen double to what was recovered but 
not applied to the proper uſe: If any ſuch Fraud or 


3 ONS TT OY of it, 9 
e he 


FT. nin g all Lands, Mea 
dows, Orchards, abs Tenements, 


and Cottages s belonging to your Parſon- 
Vicarage, and ſhewing what 


ot or 
Nabe Fortiums of Tithes, or other 


We the ſame 2 
17. Is one Copy of ſuch a Regie 


kept dy che Miſter of your Pariſfi, 
and another delivered i into 55 Biſhopꝰs 


N 12 iP 16, 17. 


16. Have you. 2 perfect Nr ink 


Profits 1 and without your Pariſh, 
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16, 17. The decay of Houſes, Barns, and Stables, 
is a thing that falls under the Eye and Obſervation of all: 
Penis that paſs by them, and is therefore eaſily complain. 
ed of, and ay be Har watt made . for; but 
the Incroachment upon Lande, Orchards, and Gardens, 
may be done ſo inſenſibly, and by degrees, that even the 
Party injured m 2 be immediately aware of it ; or an 
3 — may by Compact, or at leaſt Connivance, 
take no notice of 1 * and bo it paſſes from his — ny 
without Recompence, and without Remedy, if it be not 
timely diſcovered. To prevent theſe Damages, and 
| Diminutions of the Churches Revenue (whether they 
be occaſion d by the Incumbent's Negligence or Na 
tineſs) it is required, that an Exact and well 


Terrier be = of all Lands, Meadows, Orchards, G. 


belonging to the Parfonage or Vicarage; and ſhewing 
what Tithes, Portions of Tithes, or other” Profits within 


and without the Pariſh, do belong to the ſame. One 
Copy of this is to be put into the he Handsof the Regiſter 
of the Dioceſe, and another to be kept by the Incum- 
bent of the Pariſh, and delivered to his Succeſſors, for 
their continual Uſe and Information. | I ib ride this 
Occaſion to adviſe the Clergy of this Dioceſe, to write 

of chew” , concerning. heir Beg, Gars, 
eir concerning Hauſes,, Gleabs, 
Tijthes, Madus t, or whatever elſe they think uſeful 
and fitting to be known, and tranſmit them in a Book, 
to thoſe who are to follow them; that they may give 
them all the Light they can, and prepare them againſt 
the Practices of a Set of Men, that are always apt and 
to ĩ on their New Miniſter. This I only ſay 
by way of Advice; but for the Terrier, I require it 
without fail, and will not be A, till it be deliver- 
edtothe Regifter 3 thatall who ſhall hereafter ve oc- 


" eaſion 
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caſion to conſult that Office, may be fure to find their 
Satisfaction, in theſe Matters; that the Clergy 
into.no inconvenience, by making New unuſual wſtal Claims 
themſclves, nor ſuffer the Church to be deſpoiled of 
what appears to have been formerly its Right, by Oz 
thers. And I hope the Ignorance 7 wluch abundance 
of Incumbents live of theſe Matters, will convince them 
how needful it is, to haye a Terrier to inform them, 
and to which they _ appeal. 


5 To r. W.. 
eiserne Eoſpitali Schgol ne ert Phy. 


Keian, Chirurgeons, and Midwiver. 


* | 


S there in your Pariſh any Ho. 2 
_ ££---ſpiral, rn; or * 
Schodl „ 
od fe What Revenue belong to ach: A 

of them 55 


28. Are they Governed: 25 the Re. 4 
venue employed opting to, the en 
of the Donors ? . 


1, 2; 3. Something I have- faid alread 
; Head, under Tit, II. 4. 7, Hut that rela 


analy on this 
as 


— 


ä 


"7 MAbticles of | Enquiry, &c. 


4 


Private Legacies. Theſe Articles refer to Publick Cha- 
ſuch as Hoſpitals, Alms-bouſes, and Free-ſeboots, 
quiries are, what is the Revenue belonging to 
bow ir i employed ? The way in 


them? 


Flaces of England, is, ORD the Names of all their 


BenefaRors Written in a ſine large, and fair Hand, and 
t up in handſome Fremes, in ſuch a part of the Pariſh 
as is moſt conſpicuous, and eaſieſt to come at; 


rvhere all ma 4 read In what Tear, ſuch 4 Perſon died, 


and S Money b and ſuch Uſes ; 
or, "4 = Land” 25 ouſes, vo or — Purpoſe 


1 all the Pariſh come to know their pub- 
commemorate them with praiſe, and 
God: for them : and by theſe means they come 
to who are qualifed Re-Hghi and Alms- 
bouſas, and-wher their and whence 


it is to come. Lok [Ys Cuſtom as this might. be 


urpoſe, every 

tribute all he can, a. by 

roy Fic mould all 1 bs tim 
7 mn 2 
3 lite bee II. 


ſelves, and Me; and indeed to all the 


chat are md! in theſe Benefactions. 


_- 
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2-6 Doch any one n your Pariſh \ 
Teach School publickly or em 
without Licenſe from the Ordinary ?* 


= Doth che School maſter come to 
Church himſelf, and cauſe his Scholars 
alſo to come duly at the Fimes * 


vine Service? 


6. Doth he diligently Inf his 
Scholars in the Charch-Catechiſn? 


7. Do any in your - Pariſh praftice- 
P hyſick, Or Ch Tae or undertake 
= Office of a Mi if, without Li. | 
2 9 


* 5, 6 1 Tis go CARA beth: to he 
Parents, and the Children (not to mention here the 
Commonwealth) what fort of Men are truſted with the 
Education of young People. And 8 2 
the Lind, a acknowledge, own, 
no Other Church Government, 1 * Hay is Epiſcopal 
(cho they both rolerate, and 4 fend from Pena 

that diſſent from it, and call them —_ a Ps, A 

| have no Schoolmaſter, either publick or private, but 
what ſhall be allowed and licend d bythe Biſbep, 23 Eliz. . 


C. I. 
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c. v. F. 6. and 1 Jam. I. c. 4. and 14 Ch. II. c. 4. and 
Canon. 77. 79. and altho' theſe Laws are of much el- 
der Date than the AF of Toleration; yet whoever ſhall 
read it carefully, will find they are not, in this Particu- 
lar, ba A it. Statutes are not remo- 
ved by Conſtruction, Conſequences, or imagined Infe- 
N but by expreſs and poſitive Revocation and 1. 
peal of them. And therefore no Body has yet leave to 
teach Scholars, but ſuch as ſhall be licens'd. thereto, by 
the Biſdep; all Others are, and. ought to be preſent- 
-ed, and are as liable to Penalties as y they 
were. N 1 ' 
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898 Si , | 
N 5 Proctor, or Ap- 


* 
_— 
1 4 


2. Have ay of them for any Re. 


vward, Excuſed, or unduly Diſmiſſed 
any Offender that hath been Preſent- 
F . | 


3. Hath 


* 
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3. Hath any Apparitor Cired any x 
Parſon unlawfully, without a Citation 
firſt had from the Court? 


1 Hath any * TS a Bend fo \ 
concealing any Offence, or avoiding 


the Puni 5 of the Offender ? 


5. What Commutations have you 
heard have been paid by Offenders, and 
to whom, ſince * laſt Act of Grace, 


in 1709 1 * 


N 5. . Exadtion of 
Exc Officers is carefully to be looked af- 
ter, — and purſued to Puniſhment. That thoſe 
wht a: employ in comeing th Abuſes, and Enor- 
mities of Others, may by no means eſcape themſelves, if 
guilty. And, to this end, if any one be afraid to make a 
f publick Preſentment of their Offences, let them take 
care to giye me notice in as private manner as they will, 
(but with all truth and certaint TX they are 
-  grieved ; that Order may be for their Rota, | 
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AVING gone through theſe Arrieler in the plain - 
eſt and moſt uſeful manner I could think on, 1 

ow now a few things to ſay to you diſtinctly, my Bre- 
of the Clergy; they. have not, indeed, any Relati- 

foregoing, but I faſten them 8 them, 

veyance of them, and that you wigs : 
I have had (and ſhall again 
God) occaſion to Ordain Prieſts 
and Dems, a and Inſlitute, to Benæſices 
ſhall be vacant, 2 ſuch as I 
great 


n | — bg . 
not be ed to know them perſonally my ſelf. Mj. 
is therefore to you-all, that before you give 
r 


Pf confider-theſe few fo 0 
Whether are per * 

the to ware re eg you; or only Sub- 
ride upon the Credit ef thoſe write under; and 
r Faves, if this Laff part, de kt to offer 


W e 


he, OS Whither, if you are 
9 Z 
VE. . 

_ cate; Toner mean in the moſt r 2 —＋ 


of Words, according to the Letter, but in 
a fair and equitable Senſe, e Peo- 
cee and. uſe. e enn 
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- Thirdly, Altho' the Party may be honeſtl 
mended vou, as a Perſon both af ae bee 
anners, d Ft whether you — 1 think him 
en for the Order 0 14 Prieſthood, or of a Deac 
ſuch a Benefice, ure, as the Letters Teſtims. 
niah are deſfign'd to recommend him to. For, certainly, 
a Man may be a good Scholar, and a good Man, and 
yet not fit to he ordain d a Prieſt or 9 by reaſon 
of ſome Imperfections. And a Man may be a 
Prieſt, and yet not fit for. ach or ſuch a Cure, or foot 
fice, r many Accounts. I think 
you cannot but ſee the dae leneſs of conſidering 
theſe few things, when icky y to, ip ſubſcri- 
bing Teſtimonials. An ve yo. Cf you 
pleale imagine pe a ſatisfied in 


— ou would r me in te But, it 
were better ſtill, i ect upon the 
Miſchief yau may 1 t you may con- 
— — ly ee by 5 me ws 7 Miſtakes, and 

8¹ t. o your Names, to put un- 
— — into Miniſtry, or to r unwor- 
thy Ones Pogl ng ts Cures, or A e will 
you anſwer this, to God, n e Places where 
theſe People muſt officiate , who. may be,greatly-injured 


therefore, by the Power of. theſe Conſiderations, not to 


2 
Ee IT 
receiv e vour, ive 
1 "one's Cg Ificate, . 72 Bend, 
unleſs you and in Heart, approve 
hav you ee | ankle * 2, 
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that you give by your Subſcription 


by theſe means, and that for many * NN | 


{uſer your; ns She cored, 1 Naa 0 Fa of Wr 
ature, 
of 1 „ 49 nor by 
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them. It may be, ſome 
are hard, and hinder you from paying Acts of Friend- 


ring this 


. 0 


more) than that you would not induce Me to believe 


Men, what you do not your ſelves truly believe of 
you will think theſe Terms 


ſhip and Civility to one another, by making it ſo diffi- 
cult to ſubſcribe your Names, upon Occaſion. In an- 
{wer to this, I fay, let Truth and Juſtice go along with 
Friendſbip and Civility, and then the more of them, the 
better. But where thoſe things are ſeparated, Civility 
to Men is Rudeneſs, Injury, and Miſchief to Religion; 
and ſuch a Friendſbip zer World is, as St. James tells 
us, Enmity to God. of my Aims is indeed, hereby 
to have the Clergy live in Friendly awe, and Reſpect of 
one another; that they may ſo behave themſelves both 
to their Brethren, and their People, that when there is 
occaſion for a Character, it may be both unreaſonable 
and unjuſt, to refuſe a good one, to each other. There 
will be always room enough (in ſpite of all the care 


Tinu! z and — I have 1 —— cre- 
ating any miſunderſtanding among by requt- 
b Exatineſs at their Hands. only hobo ſtir 
up ſuch a jealouſy among them, that, unleſs they live 
virtuouſſ/ and ſtudiouſly, they ſhall deſpair of getting 
their Neighbours and Approbation, when they 
ſtand in need of it; without which, they will, in vain, 
attempt to make their way to any Favours I can ſhew 
them. I will , ou may be ſure, that Defe- 
rence that is due, to 28 the Gentlemen of 
the Laity think fit to give the Clerks they now and then 


Recommend to me. But I, who am convinced that the 


now each other much better, and in another 


manner, than moſt Gentlemen can do, ſhall never be 
| e 1 content 


- 
- 
- 


that can be taken) for the Partialities of Acquaintence, 


. Neigbbourbood, and Inclmation, to take place, in Letters 
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content to take a Clerk ontruſt, without the Teſtimoni- 


als of his Neighbouring Brethren of the Miniſtry. And 
therefore let it be a Rule among you, that you make 
ur ſelves as valuable as you can, each to the Other ; 
= he, certainly, the Eſteem you ſhall derive from thence, 
: will be of greateſt uſe and ſervice to you. | 
I preſs this matter of an honeſt, true, and Conſcienti- 
ous Subſcription of - Letters-Te2/timonial, with a more 
than common Zeal and Fervency, not only becauſeT am . 
obliged to do it, by the Canons, and Injun#ions of my 
Super iour Metropolitane, but from a little Indignation I 1 
have alſo had, to find my ſelf preſented with ſome Cer- | 
tificates,/ well ſign' d and ſeaPd indeed, but which I - = 
thought, had little Regard to truth in then. I have 1 
forgotten, and ſhall to all Intents and Purpoſes forget, 3 
thoſe Names, if they do not refreſ my Memory by 
coming again · in my way upon the like falſe Errand: . 
promiſe my ſelf they never will; and hope that when - * 
ever you ſubſcribe your Names to Lerters- Teſtimonial, 53 
you will not fail to make ſome Conſcience. (as. e y)) -- 
OI Biſbop ; who has it-in- his Heart x 
(and boys: his - Knees, in Thanks, to Him that put it 2 
there) to do you all the good he can, according to the het 
meaſure of his Skill and Power. | 
Another thing, wherein I would require your Care 
and Caution, is in the matter of Titles. _ A Biſhop is not 
allowed by the Canons, to ordain any One, without a 
P Title, i. e. unleſs he has a Right to ſome means of Live- 
lihood and Subſiſtence either by an Eſtate in his own + 
Hands, or by way of Recompence for doing Duty. If 
He neglect this Rule, he is, it ſeems, obligedto provide YN 
the Party ſo Ordain'd ſome Place in the Church, and to = 
furniſh him with all Neceſſaries till he has done it, Con... 3 
33. The Wiſdom of this Rule may appear, in party IF . 


— 


- 
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the Infamy and-Scandal, which thoſe fe miſerable Men 
bring upon the Church, who ſtroll about the World like 
Impudent and Vagrant Beggars; and ſhew their Orders 
for a-Paſs, to licenſe them as it were, to do their Sacrefl 
Function all the diſhonour they can; this Canon would 


prevent theſe Scandals, in great meaſure, by forbidding 


ſuch to be ordain'd, who have no preſent ſetled main- 
tenance, nor are in any near and reaſonable of 
one. Lou know the Biſhop of this Disceſe, is ſo great u 
Patron, that you can hardly bring a Title, for Ordina- 
tion, but it muſt be the certainty of ſome Curacy, with- 
in his Patronage. Now I am very well affured, that 
not one Third part of theiBenefices (I would 1:coutd 
not ſay Half) wiahin my Juriſdi&ion, can bear the 
Charge of keeping a Crate ;1 would not therefore have 
the Re&ors, or the Ficars-of ſuch poor Benefices pre- 
tend to give a Title of Curare, e e 
they have much to do to live themſelves, upon the 
fs. Age and Infirmities, and long continued Abſence, 
muſt indeed be evermore conſidered, as Reaſons ſor the 
Keeping Curates, even in ſmall and poor Pariſhes; but 
— — —— cannot lie -concealed . me. 
n W no Sai 
ſuch Promiſes of Curacies, for Titles. In a word, 
2 r for — 2 
I Titles. They who certify to me, that they admi 
ſuch or ſuch a One, to be their Curute, all Lan 
have him for their Crate, and ſhall pay hitn as their 
Qurate, and that, not for the preſent turn, a Week, or 
- Month, or Quarter, but as long as I ſhall judge conve- 
-nient. For tis this Collition that helps, above all 
other ways, to overſtoek the Church with Labourers, 1 
min we cannot guard ted much againſt it, where they 
Aire ſo lalle wanted. Idefire, therefore, al 


I thavare con- 
cern d, 
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cera'd,; as well ReGors and Vicars, as thoſe who. ſhall 
come to be Ordgin 'd, to ae ee 0 me 
warning, what Certificates they ſend or 
I havs told them what I will — 
find no place with me; and after | this, hs har tal 

their Diſappointments to themſelves, if they come not 
rightly qualified. L do alſo require them to give me a 
Fortmghts notice before. the "Ordination Sunaay, that I 
may have time to * E 5 en 


lege, Degree, and the Place — — have Canon, Cl lived, 
— CODY if they belong to any 
Another thi ing 1 have to mention to you, i is, That all 

who * ed by Ad Parliament, from pay- 
ing Tentht, ſhoulddo it punctually, every Tear, at pM | 
Time appointed. It was, before, an Act of Fuſtice, 

and to be paid like other ſtated Taxes: But now it is 
become (through the unexampled Goodneſs of the 
_ Queen) an AR def rb to our poor Brethren of 
me Clergy, to whoſe Relief and Comfort it is deſigned | 
and given. That Royal Bounty is, every Day, prepa- 
ring, by wiſe Methods, to be —— uſeful and ex- 
tenſive. And I gladly take this Opportunity, of ac- 
-quainting you, in here, how that Nur ſtands ; that 
you may no longer wonder, nor cauſcleſly complain, 
-that the Fruits of ſo excellent a Deſign have hitherto. . 
appear d ſo ſmall. It is, I aſſure you, through no ones 
ault, or Negligence : There is neither want of good 
Will, nor of. Application, in the Parties concern'd, to 
whom theſe | Matters are entruſted ; but a moſt Noble 
and Religious Zeal appears, to anſwer the good Purpo- 
ſes for which they are incorporated. The yearly Reve- 
nue of the Firſt. fruits and Tentbs, did uſually (at a 


Medium 2 
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Medium of 20 Years) amount to about 17000 l. per 
Annum. But this was charged with — and Penſi- 

r e chem for as 5e) to the amount of a- 

bout 11000 l. per Annum, ——— upwards 

of 20000 l. Which was to be diſcharged, and has for 

ſome Tears laſt paſt been, and is ſtill diſcharging. 
Fro this Revenue: eue, har way don, of 
ſomething more than 3000 e charging 
the Tenths of as many Small Living. 922 
Anmem ) i amountedto this Sum. So that the 17000, 
is reduced to 14000, out of which the Grants and Pen- 
ſions muſt be paid, which, by Death, and other pru- 
dent Methods of the Governours, are now alſo reduced 
to between 9 and 10000 l. per Anmm. So that, al- 
lowing a Decreaſe of Fir/t-fruits, by the foreſaid Diſ- 
of Small Livings, the Governours will not have 
(according to the beſt Computation I can make) above 


2B | 3000. per Annum to diſpoſe off till it pleaſes God to . 
. order iſe. This is the State of the Revenue; 
3 | when I have added, that there is a Debt of fone Thou: 

* > : land Pounds to be recovered by the Governours, in ſome 


. Reaſonable Time. Now, whoever can conſider the 
: Incumbrances that lay, and yet do lie, upon this Reve- 
nue, and can conceive how intricate and perplext, 


3 counts of ſo man | Years ſtanding muſt needs be, and 
_—- how difficult a thing it is, to ſettle great Deſigns of 


Charity, in ſuch a Method, at firſt, as ſhall not quick- 
call for R F mm 


* | . they, will yoo account for the Time 
1 that has dy been ſpent, a nd or the little ga this "i 
E us Benefaction of the Hees ſcem as 2 to 
1 vg taken. Aſſure your i en, tha 3K; 
1 where ſo many different Rules, 1 1 
Tal hor bo eb d many Fele I 
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of weight to be conſidered, before a Settlement can poſ- 
ſibly be made to any purpoſe, the more time it takes in 
doing, the better it will 2 be done, when done. 
Delays, in this caſe, are not dangerous, but tend to 
more ſecurity. But, methinks, I need not make an 
Excuſe, for the little that has been done; the Diſcharge 
of as many ut from paying Tenths, as amounts to 
more than 3000 I. per Annum, is the having already gi- 
ven (at 20 Fears Purchaſe) upwards of Sixty thouſand 
Pounds to the Poor Clergy. God, of his Goudneſs, re- 
turn it, into her Royal Boſom, Sixty thouſand fold! 
This I have obſerv'd you, a little (as it were) out of 
my Way. The thing I at firſt intended was, to adviſe 
ke be punctual in your Annual Payments of Tentbe, 
uſe this great and good Deſign will depend very much 
upon the read Payment of our Dues at the appointed 
time. And alſo becauſe I intend, neither my WES 
my Executors, ſhall run any hazard, by your Delays, 
or Nonſolvency. "Whoever ſhall not punctually diſcharge 
his Tentbs ſhall very punctually be return'd Nonſolvent 
to the Exchequer, and take his Fortune there. I have 
known ſuch ill Effects of Pity, wrong placed, on theſe 
Occaſions, that I will not venture them. And I hope 
this warning will ſuffice to prevent all ſuch Miſcar- 
riages. 63 | * 
There is another thing, which I am going to defire of 
5 you, in which, I will own, my Curioſity has a great 
tend 


; but which, I hope, may, ſome time or other, 
7 alſo to the Benefit of ſome Pariſhes. I deſire to know 

the true Names of your Pariſhes, and if there be more 
Names than One. The Saints to whoſe Memory they 
were dedicated, and what Day the Wakes (if there be 
any) are kept. What * Uſages are * — 
f vIV 
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ſerved by the Common People, under the Name of Au. 


tient Cuſtoms. How many Families there may be in 
the Pariſh, and what the Number of Communicants at 
Eafter (in theſe things, I look not for exactneſs, but 
according to a reaſonable way of reckoning, and general - 
gueſs.) How many Townſbips, what their Names, and * 
to Bom the Ty:hes of them are paid, and their reputed 
Valuation per Annum; And if you have any remarkable 
Moments, in Churches, I. ſhould be glad 
would tran them for me, at your * Theſe 
things, I hope, will. not put you to- much. pains, to 
Write ina Sheet of Paper, and fer them to me, at the 
Viſctatiom; as alſo whatever you ſhall think fit to com- 
municate to me, which you ll not publickly preſent, 
or complain of; if you e I will take care a 
they ſhall be fill SeaPd to all beſides m elf, till it be 
At: to make them wanifeſt, Leven Ks, it ſhall be 
to no one's prejudice. . N 6 
-I have now a few things to bes enecral, | 
and ſhall then put-an-end to t f 
Hirſt, n 3 eve 
Day, either at Church, or at your Houſes offer to God, 
the continual Sacrifice of Prayer and Thankſgiving, as 
_ for the long Life, and Health, and 7: ag 
3 the Queen, as alſo for the manifold | | 
Graces, that we ſee Her exer- 
 contivally and daily improving in. This we ſhould,  _ 
all of us, do, did Conſcience of, our Duty, only move 
us; but Her Deſervings towards Us, are ſuch, that. 
Gratitude and Senſe of Juſtice will ſt us to add 
all Zeal and Fervour poſſible to our Devotions... God 
has; indeed; made Her a Nurſing-Mother: to the whole - 
Nation, aud given Ur of all Her People, in 


a. 


(83) 


a fuller meaſure, than He has to any Prince, within our 
Memory : But yet her Birth, her Education, her Rea- 
ſon, Inclination, and true - Intereſt, muſt needs have 
fill'd her Heart, with all the favourable Prepoſſeſſions 
to the Church f England (above all) that even that 
Church could want, or wiſh for. And therefore, ſure 
the Clergy of that Church will evermore be trying to 
diſtinguiſh it ſelf, by Acts of Love, and Duty, and Obe- 
dience to her, if it be poſſible, above all other Subjects. 
Not in exalting Her Preragutiue above what our Con- 
ſtitution allows; nor in aſſerting a Power, to which the 
Laws of the Land are Strangers, and knoxy.nothing of, 
(for that, my Brethren, is as well a Snare to Princes, as 
an Entanglement to Subjefs;): but in preſſing, upon all 
Men, a dutiful and conſcientious Obedience to Her Lamt; 
by which the Honour and the Safety of Her Perſon 
and Government are beſt preſerv d. It is not for Princes 
to ſide with any Party, but to make uſe of all. The) 


are the Common Parents of their Country, and wi 


diſpence their Juſtice with an equal hand to all; but 
they who beſt deſerve; will ſhare. their Graces and 
their Fours in the greateſt Plenty: And that, I 
* will ever be the Church of England, properly ſo 
.> You do, in the next place, pray as conſtantly, . in 
courſe; for the Princeſs Sophia, and you know the 
meaning of that is, for the Succeſſion of the Proteſtant 
Line, in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hannover. There our 
Laws, have placed the Crown, and there our Prayers 
and our HBidenuaurr, will, I hope, for ever keep it. We 
have had but two Popiſb Reigns, ſince the bleſſed Refor- 
mation of Religion; and both of them, were, God be 
thanked, of very rr : But Ob 
„Ne ' 2 ; W 
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Days, as not to thank God heartily, that they paſs d a- 


6 rer 
they might) that no Fapiſt feall hereafter be King or 
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what Diſturbance and Diſtraction did they give, what 
mighty Miſchiefs did they do this Kingdom? The 2/2 
of them did cheaply pour, like Water on the Ground, 
the Blood of a World of innocent and harmleſs People, 
for no other Cauſe, but that they could not againſt 
their Conſcience, comply with Popery. The Laws of 
the Land were then upon the fide of that Cruel falſe 
Religion, and authorized the kindling thoſe devouring 
Fires, that conſumed ſo many Proteſtants. Inſomuch 
that if God, in his Mercy, had not ſhortned thoſe Da 
the Name of tbe Reformation had been no more in Re- 
membrance. For tis in the Nature, tis interwoven in the 
frame and make of that furious Superſtition, never to ſpare, 
what it calls Hereſy, when it has the Power of deſtroy- 
ing it: And I challenge all the World, to give an un- 
exceptionable Inſtance to the contrary. Shall we ever 
W e 2 Will you not, all of you, ſay 
with me, God forbid that we ſbowl ever try again the 
Mercy of 4 Popiſb Government I ſay the leis of the 
other Popiſb Reign, becauſe I truſt to the Remembrance, 
and the Senſes, of all Reaſonable obſerving People. 
And J ſhould deſpair of being much heeded, ſhould I 
give any Caution for the future, by thoſe who have ſa 
ſoon forgotten ihe po Fearsand Dangers, they were in. 
But tho* we ſhould jnchne to ſpare the Name of a Prince, 
to whom we once both owed, and payed the Obedience 
of good Subjects, and who, moreover, was the Father 
of two ſuch Queens, yet let us never ſo forget thoſe 


way ſo ſoon; and, that the Legiflative Power hath done 
what it could to prevent the like, for the time to come, 
by enaQting (as by the 14th of Elizabeth, it | 


Queen 
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Cueen f England; aud ſettling the Succeſſion in the 
Proteſtant Line. God grant it may be very long, be- 
fore that AT of Parliament take place, but God forbid 
that any thing ſhould ever interrupt the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion. This is the Royal' Family, that we are under- 
ſtood to pray for. - 
I ou do, in the laſt place, pray for Biſbope, and Cu- 
rates, and al Congregations committed ts their Charge 
And as I always try to put y own Clergy,-in a more 
particular View, when I either repeat, or hear this 
Prayer; fo I do ſeriouſſy deſire, that they would al- 
ways have Me in their Minds, on the like Octafions, 
And fince the Providence of God hath placed Me, | 
through the Favour- of the Queen, in the higheſt - = 
Order of Church-Miniſters, I am ſure I have thought 
my ſelf the better, for being, in a more immediate 
manner, the Subject of fu many good Peoples Pray. 

ers as are daily offered up to God, in our Excel- 
lent Pwublick Service. We do, indeed, ſtand in need 
of all our Peoples Prayers, and all the Aſſiſtance of 

the Grace of God, and all that our Reaſon, Obſervati- | 

on, and Experience can afford, to direct us in our Þ | 
Ways; for we are, methinks, encompaſs'd with unu- | 
fual, unexpected Difficulties. Whence comes it that 
the Times feem fo much more unequal to ſome Men 
of this Sacred Orggg, than they are to Others? From 
what infected Qu does this Miſchief rife? * Are 
they not full as Learned, Virtuous, and Religious; as - 
their Brethren, or their Predeceſſors? Shew they not 
ual Zeal for the Glory of God, the Honour of 
| iſt's Revelation, and for the Souls of Men, the 

Purchaſe of his Blood? Walk they not prudently and 

circumſpectly, ſhewing themſelves Patterns in jr good. © 

91909 things? 


rity ; aſſiduous Preachers ; conſtant F 


* Partakers of their Sin, b harboarin i: 
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things"? What part of Duty is it, that they are de- 
fective in? Is Malice ſo reſtrain'd, as not to tell them 


their Credit and good Name? And yet if you ſhould 
trace theſe Clamours to a Head, will "find they 
jr in this poor Senſeleſs, Accu ation, that they are 

not \good  Churchmen. Great God ! that Men of the 
A ide Abilities, and learned in all kinds; be- 
loved of all that know them, for their Candor and 
good Nature; famed for their Prudence, and venera- 
ble for their Piety and Goodneſs ; of exemplary Cha- 


Common Prayers; and, in a word, who whilſt 
were Pariſh Priefts, did ev my wo — their ho 
That theſe Men, when they came to be 
„ſhauld ceaſe, ä to be good Oburch- 
22 My Heart, Jon it, is too full of Indignation 
and Difdain, to give a ferious Anſwer to ſuch Calum- 
nies. I rather humbly beſeech God, to forgive thoſe 
Men, their great Treſpaſs, who — either invented, 
ſpread, or cheniſh'd them. But be not you, my Bre- 
fuch ill 


3 or countenancing ſuch Reports. 
I of theſe Diznities. 1 


] am the unworthieſt 


4 mem; but yet 1 bind 2 your Conſciences, to 


- find cauſe 
to do otherwiſe. . le to do any 
Wort ar I ſpeak not en e ene 


or Suſpicion I have that I am not as much eſteemed 


by all of you, as I defire to he. But wliat can I ex- 
pect? What have I not to fear, when Men of fo 
much greater Caution, Prudence, Virtue, and Religi- 


on fre fo il 2 Had Papiſit * 9 5 of 


theſe 


of their Faults ? Or are tlieir Enennes ſo tender of 


Speak not 
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theſe Slanders, I ſhould not much have wondered, be- 
cauſe they are ſuch hearty Lovers of whatever may 
diſcredit us, or weaken our Influence, with our Peo- 
ple, that, I account, we are obliged to them, if they 
only report, and are not the Authors of them. But 
theſe are not the Wounds of Eiemies, but of Cunpani- 
ons, Friends, and Children. But after all, what is the 
ground and occaſion of this Outcry 2 If I can gueſs 
aright, tis this. The Biſhops, for theſe 20 Years laſt. 
paſt, have behaved themſelves, with that good Tem- 
per, Moderation, and Paternal Gentleneſs, that they 
have gain d more ground upon the Hearts of the Di/- 
ſenters, than had been done for an hundred Years 'be-, 
fore, by all their Predeceſſors.; And yet, they have not 
parted, (that I know of), with one Point of Doctrine; 
one Point of Diſcipline , one Church or Chappel ; one 
Line of the Common. Prayer; not one external Ceremony. 
But it may be they Yen if they. could. Tis time 
enough to anſwer thoſe Suſpicions, when better proof 
of their Inclination appears. I have as much Reaſon to 
ſay, and. I do ſay it, that whenever, they do part with 
any thing belonging to the Church, my Life for yours, 
they will have ſomething equal. to it, in Exchange. 
They have, as yet, parted with nothing; made no 
Advances, no Propoſals, no Conceſſions. They have 
only. purchaſed the Reconciliation, and Benevolence of 
thoſe People who diſſent from our Church, by a Ma- 
nagement that is truly Wiſe, and truly Cbriſtian. And 
Lam verily perſwaded, that the beſt and wiſeſt of their 
Predeceſſors would have taken the fame. Courſes, had 
he Situation of, Affurs been the ſame, and the like 


aſons and Opportunities concurr d. 

4 3 , g . em a: * : ” ; 19 1 
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But how does it denken, that the Diſſentert have 
been gain'd upon, 8 Treatment? Allow 
them to be Men, ou will ſee ſom of what I 
fay ; for all Men love Reeg and all Mens Hearts 
are won upon by gentle Treatment. But does it not 
appear by plainer Tokens? Have they not (many of 
them) manifeſtly changed their Stile, and way of Ex- 
preſſion 2 Have 1 changed their Manners and 
Behaviour towards "Sion and Churchmen > Do 
their Writings ſeem to proceed from ſuch a furious bit- 
der Spirit as th uſed to do? Do they infiſt upon 
ſuch rigorous Terry of Church-Commynion as they 
' formerly did? Do they treat our Service, or our Czre- 
E 1 the — ef and e 8 ? mw 
f not en decently reſpectful 
| 1 er Gl on all . ince 
| ys of Queen Baader th the Biſhops of the 
Church of gland, were never Held in that Efteem 
and V de by the Diſſenters, as they now are, and 
haue been for theſe 20 Years ; and that for doing no- 
| but what did always become "Wiſe Men, and 
Chriſtians to do, fo circumſtantiated as they are. 
And is it not „that that which is, in truth, 
- matter of Praiſe and Honour, ſhould be-turn'd into an 
 Acciſation? Fer (to come to the Peint I am upon) 
I have Rs Dy age ae why fome Bi- 
ſhops ſhould not be thought good Chinchmen, than that 
they have treated the Nes with more Condeſcen- 
fion and leſs Acrimony, Gate an ewe, ha wt 
with more , . Reſfes, and; Honour, 
heretofore the Cuftom to. do, on either fide, And 1 
leave it to all the World to j 


_ "hops are to change their C 


or thoſe who blame 


Whether che Bi- 


them, 
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them, their Opinion. I meant not, by! what have 
ſaid, to make an Apology for any of my: 2 and 
Moſt honoured Colleguer, Dead or Living; theix good 
Example wants not to be juſtified, nor fawn Me. 
And herein I ſhould but do, as They done, vis. 
purſue the Advice given to — of his Hrovinot, 
by Archbiſhop Sanderoft in 2688.4. More eſpeciallx, 
that They ee a very tender Regard, to our rat hren 
< the Proteſtant Difſenters : That, upon Occaſion, of- 
<«. fered,' They viſit them at their Houle, and tecetve 
* them ki at their own.; and treat — 
where ever they meet Them: perfuading Them, 
it may be, „ 
or at the leaſt, that whoreuns We Hm 
< tained, we may all walk by the ſame Rule; — 
&« the ſame Thing— And that They warmi and moſt 

<< affe&tjonately-exhort Them to: joyn with 
+ fervent Prayer to che God of Peace) for am Nals 
hgleſſed Union of al Amen 
Fame and Srvad, againſt our Cam Enemies. 
But] have Pri theſe things, to ſhew-upom hat 
Occaſions, ho joe e th 


People, 
yet parted with their Reſpe& for the Perſons of their 


: And to caution you (for whom I am. maſt 
concern'd F the 4 in, with any ſuch-unrea- 

ſonable Take heed of every thing fat 
may Laden h the Keidel you owe to your Superiors; for 
when that, Band is broken, who can tell but 2 2 or 
Cuntemt will. follbw > And then you know how lit- 
tle 9%. can poſſibly be done, by any one. Lou may 
make it your own Caſe,” with Reſpe& to your private 


Frier, and HHR how ineffotunt-rit-your-beld-la- 
bours would 5. if Jour People were either prejudiced 


VM 4 againſt 


ar 
* 
— 9 
2 . —— — 
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ad) 
2giinſt your Perſon, or ſuſpeftcd you of any ill De- 


[ ſee I have exceeded the Bounds I had ſet my ſelf; 
but my-Zeal for ſo much injured Worth, hath occaſion- 
ed it, and muſt excuſe the length. I neither am, nor 
have at any time been concern'd, my ſelf, in any of 
thoſe Affairs, or Controverſies, that have occaſion'd the 
Diviſions, and Diſtinctions, that have ſo long troubled 
Us: But I have not been an Unconcern'd Spectator . 
the Miſchiefs they have done; nor rag Sage. & the a 
prehending, with the Miſchie will 
go on dung to the End. And in that View, I could 
Not refrain from Wang cvery one of you, from ha- 
ving any Hand in cheriſhing and keeping theſe Diviſi- 

us. 
of his. infinite Goodneſs, grant, ne you and I, 
boy one of us, ay we live, remember 
tbe. Lal 2. bear OG and to the Flocks 
committed to our Care, and ſo aitend to the Dsſcharze 


of cn - coor en the Shepherd and t 
W 


call us to account, each for the 
e * —* wich T9, od net with Grief. 


1 77 - | Ian your moſt aff=Rionate Brother, : 
and humble Serwunt, 

2 W. As Arn. 
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